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God’s Choice For President 
We propose a prayer plan for the selec- 
tion of the next President of the United 
States. 


’ Faith, im God | -sisteccccccstetagh tere see ee 
Such a plan has absolutely no reference to A. Wallace Copper 
y itical party, or any group within an 
oe ce ale vee ee There Is A Lad Here ciseccccesccecseececenneeeeeeee 259 
party, or to any individual of any party. The : 
, . . . det Charles Haddon Nabers 
sole and sincere purpose is to receive Divine 
guidance in choosing the man whom God Editorials =... ee 260 
ants as xt leader of this great country. 
wants as the next leader of this g y ET ha 5a 
The dangers facing our country and the A Wee haataitwlagee 
world are so great that a Presidential election Eel pits Gervicaubied 
cannot be taken lightly. Human wisdom at Missionary Avera 
best is inadequate and full of error. We can Prayer Cards 
make a tragic mistake if we decide elections Recrits for tel Misery 
solely on the basis of our own prejudices or Rating Scale 
viewpoints. But by sincerely seeking to do 
; nh § ; ; Sefmons: 2.0: pee ee 26€ 
God’s will in electing our President, we can 
. ake Root of Freedom 
be guided to God’s man. ; Marshall Wingheld 
Our prayer plan merely asks each citizen Bring Up Samuel 
to pray once every day a prayer of which the Clarence Edward Macartney 
following is a suggestion: Ee ne anes Fail 
ae - ‘ aron N. Mecke 
Almighty God, I humbly ask guidance Diletta cod Peet 
that I, as a responsible citizen of the United W. Franklin Harkey 
States may see and do my part in helping to More Than Commandment 
choose the right man as our President. Help Fred Smith 
us to select the man who will follow Thy will Junior Pulpit. aan alae ee sam 
in this crisis of our history. Amen. eee 
Will you undertake the daily prayer cru- Conscience 
sade for the next election? ; 
Ubustrations <2, ee 282 
— Norman Vincent Peale. iB 
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The less you know about how to do your Topical Jndex . aia tet sete eee ee 285 
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FAITH IN GOD 


A. WALLACE COPPER 


VEN though there ‘are persons who de- 
clare religion of little value, countless 
millions have declared they have been 

strengthened by their faith in God. For nine- 
teen hundred years the gospel of our Lord 
has pervaded the souls of men, who have de- 
clared He has given them strength to live and 
strength to die in peace and joy. 


It is certainly not the product of a reasonable 
mind to cast aside such evidence. However, 
finding the value of religion is vastly different 
from reading a book, or gazing at it from 
afar. Just as the beauty of a stained glass 
window can only be seen from within, so the 
value of faith in Christ. It can only be known 
by accepting Him, and doing His will. 

What can faith in Christ do for us? What 
results can we expect from our belief? We 
live by faith, we must have faith in some- 
thing. Faith in God through Christ makes it 
possible for us to meet any trial. This is espe- 
cially true at pivotal moments in our lives. 
The great architect and builder of St. Paul’s 
Cathedral in London, we are told, ran short 
of funds during the construction. What would 
he do about the great columns to hold up the 
roof of the cathedral? Make them hollow and 
fll them with rubbish! The thousands who 
visited and worshipped there did not realize 
the great pillars were not solid. However, time 
passed. The roof began to sag and men were 
aware that something was wrong. The columns 
were not strong enough to bear the weight of 
the great roof. Investigation revealed the rea- 
son. Hollow shells, filled with rubbish, could 
not carry weight. 


So it is with our faith. We must believe in 
the goodness and mercy and justice of God; 
faith that this is God’s world and is run by 
Him and not by man; this is a foundation that 
can stand the test. 

_ Paul Lawrence Dunbar had squandered the 
first twenty-four years of his life in bitterness. 
He wrote: 

A crust of bread and a corner to sleep in, 

A minute to smile and an hour to weep in, 

A pint of joy and a peck of trouble, 

And never a laugh, but the moan comes double, 
And that is life. 
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He died of tuberculosis at thirty-four. Be- 
fore the end he received the grace of faith. Be- 
fore he died he wrote: 


A crust and a corner that love makes precious, 

With the smile to warm, and the tears to 
refresh us, 

And joy seems sweeter when cares come often, 

And a moan is the finest soil for laughter, 

And that is life. 


What a difference our faith makes! 
Byte 


How can faith help us? What can it do for 
use as we face a difficult situation? Sooner or 
later all men face trial and temptation. It is 
the common lot of man. Things may go 
smoothly for a while, but all of a sudden like 
lightning out of the sky difficulty appears. 
What we do depends upon what we are. How 
we react depends upon the foundation we 
have been building. If the pillars that hold 
up our life-structure are hollow, filled with 
rubbish, we are like a house built upon the 
sand. With no strong foundation we are over- 
come with cynicism, frustration, and defeat. 
If, however, we have within us the spirit and 
presence of Christ; having walked His way 
and discovered the truth of His presence, no 
difficulty can overcome us. Then with Paul 
you can say, “Nothing is able to separate me 


from the love of God which is in Jesus Christ — 


our Lord.” 


The Pilgrims had lived comfortably in Hol- 
land. However, it was not comfort they sought. 


It was religious freedom they longed for. No | 


group of persons ever confronted greater physi- 
cal difficulties. On November 11, 1620, Gov- 
ernor Bradford said, ‘They had no friends to 
welcome them, no houses to go to, the winter 
brought terrible storms. Before them was the 
desolate waste, behind them was the mighty, 
ocean. What could sustain them now but the 


spirit of God and His grace.” ea 


The Mayflower had brought one hundred 
and two people to America. A tragic propor-_ 
tion died the first winter. In spite of the 


How could they have remained if it had not 
been for their faith? They believed God and 


faith sustained. They bore testimony to the — 


a plig 
awful hardship the remaining Pilgrims en- 
dured and consistently refused to go home. — 


world that faith helps a man in the presence 
of difficulty. It makes a difference. 

Difficulty either becomes a challenge or an 
occasion for despair. Faith in God makes it a 
challenge, a person knows he and Almighty 
God make a majority. A young woman of 
thirty wrote to her pastor: “I shall be thirty- 
one on my next birthday, and I am sorry to 
say I am hopelessly crippled. It ts nearly a 
year since I was lifted from my bed, and nearly 
three years since I was able to take a step. Yet 
I often think how much I have to be thank- 
ful for. I have parents who do everything for 
me. I have a fine room in which to live, and 
friends who are constantly bringing me happt- 
ness. Before I was ill I was a teacher. What 
do you think the children have done? They 
brought me a radio. ” 

She had memories that might have driven 
her mad with grief and self-pity. But there 
were other memories that filled her with radi- 
ance. Through grace she knew how to con- 
trol her memory. Her faith enabled her to 
accept her illness as a challenge, and in turn, 
she inspired all who came to see her. 

Belief in God helps us immeasurably. In a 

letter to Thomas Erskine, Carlyle wrote: ‘The 
other night in my sleepless tossings which 
were growing more and more miserable, these 
words “Our Father, who art in heaven’ came 
strangely into my mind with a new emphasis. 
It was as though they were written in prime 
splendor on the black bosom of the night. 
A sudden softness of composure came over 
me.” 
Faith in God has been doing this for all 
who realize His love and presence in all things 
about them. No one can know this by looking 
at it afar off. Only those who take Christ 
into their own hearts can say, “I know that 
my Redeemer liveth.” 


« 


saber 

Faith opens the way to service. A Christian 
wants to be doing things. Like John Wesley 
he wants to do all the good he can, to all the 
people he can, in all the ways he can. The 
spirit of Christ leads men to serve those who 
are about them. Our Lord never intended 
that people at home should be neglected. He 
clearly stated that we were to start, as it were, 
at Jerusalem then Judea, and finally the utter- 


‘most parts of the earth. 


In every field the discovery of the obvious 
has been the work of genius. In a little vil- 


a8 lage of France, Jean Henri Fabre was born, 


and lived with his grandparents who were 
poor. They ate rye bread, turnips and bacon. 


__ There were no proper beds. Jean, being the 
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youngest, was given a sack stuffed with oat 
chaff upon which to sleep. 

However, they were not unhappy. Jean 
loved flowers, butterflies and insects. In a 
poorly equipped village school, with a teacher 
who was more interested in raising chickens 
and pigs than imparting knowledge or culti- 
vating young minds, Jean tried to learn. For 
good work he was given an animal book. It 
was just what he wanted, and he studied it 
diligently. 

He earned a scholarship at Avignon and 
oraduated. He was later appointed to teach 
physics and chemistry. Finally, he was recog- 
nized as a great scientist, and was honored 
by the Emperor of France, because he recog- 
nized the significance of the obvious. 

Great novelists have recognized the mean- 
ing of the things before them. Sir Walter 
Scott did not attempt to interpret the Italy of 
the Renaissance. He was a collector of Scot- 
tish ballads, and while at Abbottsford inter- 
preted the Scotland of his day. When Fent- 
more Cooper wrote “The Spy’ and “The 
Pilate’ he was describing his own experiences. 

Faith must be applied to life. Before our 
very eyes, as before the Good Samaritan, oppor- 
tunities to serve appear. I think of a monk 
who for many years had prayed for a vision 
of God. One day the vision appeared. How- 
ever, it was just at the time when the chapel 
bell rang. This was the signal that he must 
feed the poor at the monastery gate. His heart ~ 
sank within him for after all the years the 
vision of God had come. He hurried to the 
gate and fed the poor. He hurried back to — 
his cell and said to the vision, “I was afraid 
you would not be here when I came back.” © 
The vision replied: “If you had remained here, — 
I would have gone there.” It is the presence of — 
Christ in our lives that makes it possible for 
us to do great things. _ fe 

It is only in consecrated labor that we get a_ 
vision of the meaning of the words, “I was 
hungry and ye gave me food, thirsty and ye — 
gave me drink, naked and ye clothed me. In-~ 
asmuch as ye have done it unto the least of — 
these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” - 

I think of an elderly man who one day was — 
talking to a dynamic, ambitious young man - 
who said, ‘I work for my father.’’ The elderly — 
man said, “I work for my Father.” The young — 
man said, “I really have to work, because my — 
father knows me better than I know myself.” 


The elderly man said, “I really have to work, 
because my Father knows me better than I. 
know myself.” The young man said, “My 
father is in the jewelry business.” The elderly 
man in thinking of the crown of life and the 


= 
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Lord gathering in His Jewels said, ‘My Father 
is in the Jewelry business.” The young man 
said, “I have to work hard because I must 
make a report to my father when I get home.” 
The elderly man, late Bishop McDowell, said: 
“T have to work hard because I must make 
a report to my Father when I get home.” 


Faith enables a person to face difficulty and 
accept it as a challenge; then with Christ's help 


move on to triumph. The grace of faith opens 
the eyes of a person and he sees the opportuni- 
ties before him, and gives him the strength 
and will to serve. Such an individual has no 
fear to present his report to his Father when 
he gets home. He knows he will hear, ‘Well 
done thou good and faithful servant. Thou 
hast been faithful over a few things. I will 
make thee ruler over many things. Enter thou 
into the joy of thy Lord.” 


THERE IS 


BOY can be very important. In the New 


CHARLES HADDON NABERS 
A Testament account of the feeding of the 

five thousand men in Galilee by Jesus, 
the disciples called the attention of the Master to 
the presence of a boy who had brought his 
lunch. They said: ‘There is a lad here.” Jesus 
used this lad and what the lad contributed in 
a most wonderful manner. All four of the 
Gospels tell the story of the great miracle in 
which this boy figured, and it is the only 
miracle of Jesus given in each Gospel, but 
none of the writers give the name of the boy. 
Despite the fact that he remains anonymous, 
his portrait is painted in the New Testament 
very clearly, and when you study that portrait, 
you discover that this first century boy pos- 
sesses many of the qualities which make youth 
so challenging in our generation. 


This lad is in the midst of the crowd. About 
Jesus were more than five thousand men, be- 
sides women and children. This lad was—in 
the center of the moving currents of human 
life. It is in such a place that you see mod- 
ern youth. The presence of youth at the center 


of life means that youth not only is watching 


life today, but is ready to take over life to- 
morrow. 

This lad in the midst of the crowd was, 
selieve it or not, better prepared for the future 
han many of the older people who were push- 
ng close to Jesus. He remembered to bring 


ris lunch; he remembered that he would need 


o eat; and he came prepared for the future 
10urs when he would be hungry. Or perhaps 
i boy is always hungry! The phrase, ““Thought- 
ess youth,” is coined by age to apply to youth. 
Youth also coins some keen phrases to apply 
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to age; both are extravagant and untrue, ex- 
cept in part. The lad was looking forward; 
don’t sell youth too cheaply. 

This lad was willing to trust Jesus with 
everything he had; and he did it immediately, 
and without question. He did not even save 
out one half loaf and a piece of fish for him- 
self. Generosity is a high quality, frequently 
seen in unspoiled youth. Those who give 
ungrudgingly to God often receive in return 
the abundance described in this miracle. 

In this New Testament story there are some 
shadows as well as highlights. The disciples 
noticed this lad only when they needed some- 
thing which he had. They were more interested 
in his bread and fish than they were in his 
name. But this lad possessed something 
divinely significant. As George Olinger of 
Denver once wrote: ‘‘The boy is the only raw 
material in the world out of which we can 
fashion men.” 

The second shadow in this story comes from 
this thought: We do not know whether James 
and John and Peter followed up the lad after 
the day of the miracle, and recruited him for 
serving permanently with Jesus. I like to 
believe that they did. Perhaps this lad was a 
leader in the second generation of Christians 
in Jerusalem and Galilee. I do not know. But 
when I remember how careless the disciples of 
Christ are today in looking up young people 
for service, I am not sure. And I would like 
to be sure about that lad. I would like to be 
sure about the thousands of lads slipping in 
and out of the church school doors today. It 
is only when we have done all we can do that 
we can be sure. We ought to be sure, and not 
just half sure. 


Prayer: Dear Lord, our Heavenly Father, 
bless the lads who are here, and the lasses who 
are here, that they may be recruited for Thy 
service tomorow. In Christ's name, the name 
of Him who said: “Suffer the little children to 


{er 


come unto me, and forbid them not, for of ” BY 


such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Amen. 
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Laborers In the Vineyard 

HE PARABLE of the laborers in the 

vineyard is found in Matt. 20. One of 

the points of the story is that it is the 
constant purpose of the householder to get men 
to go to work in his vineyard. Every few hours 
he goes out to see who else is available and in 
the late afternoon he becomes somewhat im- 
patient with those who have been “all the day 
idle.” The parallel is that the householder is 
God, who is always seeking people to go to 
work for Him. 


Many of the baptized are somewhat vague in 
their minds concerning the nature of this work. 
Some appear to think that Kingdom work is 
the responsibility of the clergy and is optional 
for all others. Some think that the essential 
thing is to sustain one’s own spiritual life, and 
that concern for others is desirable but not 
essential. Some are willing enough to make 
some investment of their time and energy in 
the Church, but fail to understand what the 
real business of the Church is. 


Going to work in the vineyard means to 
exert oneself for the spiritual good of others. 
.God’s supreme purpose is to bring men into His 
Kingdom and to keep them there. To achieve 
this, God enlists our aid. It isn’t all the same 
whether or not we see what God is after, and 
that we agree to act as His instruments. It is 
of grave importance not only for those whom 
God aims to reach through us, but for our own 
spiritual growth as well. God makes this very 
plain to those who will to understand His 
word, and indicates how important our under- 
standing and effort is to our own spiritual 
growth. 


Christ does not ask His followers to do any- 
thing that He was unwilling to do Himself, 
while walking among men. There is, of course, 


no comparison between His saving work among 


men, and ours, but He points the way, walks 
with us, strenghtens us in our effort to seek 
workers for the vineyard. Our individual 
growth and strength depends largely upon how 
_ much thought we give to those about us, and 
how much we exert ourselves to impart to them 


what we have found through His love and 
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.the world may believe that Thou (the 


grace. In many churches, and many areas of 
our blessed land, there are special seasons of 
the year when emphasis is placed on “seeking 
workers for the Vineyard,’ but there is no 
season, no month, no day, no hour of the day, 
when workers for God, are not needed. There 
is no time for relaxation, no time for vacations 
in God’s work of seeking others for the King- 
dom. — Redeemer Record, St. Paul 


Why Foreign Missions? 

Many thinking people ask this question to- 
day. For our motive we turn to the Word of 
God. Notice the extent to which the Holy 
Seriptures emphasize these things. Christ 
and the Apostles used a variety of expressions 
on this subject. They used such terms as ‘‘the 
world,” “all men,” “‘all people,” “‘all nations” 
and “everyone.” 

We are told that “God so loved the world” 
and that He would have “all men to be saved 
and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” 
Thus loving the world, God did something for 
the world. God sent His Son into the world 
“ that the world through Him might be saved.” 
God made His own Son to be “the Lamb of 
God that taketh away the sin of the world.” 
“God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto 
Himself.” It is for this reason that St. Paul 
tells Timothy that the Christ whom God sent 
is ‘the Saviour of all men.” St. John witnesses 
to this same truth: “He is the Propitiation for 
our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the 
sins of the whole world.” And so having 
provided salvation in Christ for all men in the 
world—God is most desirous that men come to 
faith in Christ. We are told that God sent 
John the Baptist to bear witness to Christ “that 
all men through Him might believe.”’ Jesus 
Himself once said: “And I, if I be lifted up 
Asc ie aes will draw all men unto me.” 

n His high-priestly prayer on the night in 
which He ie bee aes prayed a 


Father) hast sent Me.” — . ? 

Furthermore, God was so determined that 
all men might hear this Gospel of calvatonal 
believe and be saved that He gave a world-wide 


fog 


gmmission to His Church—placing the burden 
f a world-wide mission endeavor upon the 
earts and consciences of His Christians. First, 
ve Savior declared: “This Gospel of the 
-ingdom shall be preached in all the world for 
witness unto all nations.’’ Hence, when He 
scended, He made provision that this be done 
y His Church. “Go ye into all the world and 
reach the Gospel to every creature.” This 
fas not to be a mere general preaching—mass 
reaching—but a preaching to individuals— 
very creature in the world. 

That there might be no mistake in this matter 
nd no drawing of racial or national lines Christ 
eiterated this command in a slightly different 
orm, saying: “Go ye, and teach all nations.”’ 
think of it—every creature of all nations in 
he world is to be reached with the Gospel of 
thrist. That is the task assigned to the Church. 

— Paul W. Roth 


\lexander Whyte Turns to 
lis Saviour 

“Speaking for myself,—I have found this 
evice very helpful in my own returnings to 
ty Saviour. And I recommend the same de- 
ice to you——Make great use of the Four 
sospels in your efforts to return to Jesus Christ. 
Think that you are living in Jerusalem. Think 
hat you are one of the Twelve. Think that 
ou are one of those amazing people who had 
fim in their streets, and in their homes, every 
ay. And fall down before Him as they did. 
peak to Him as they did. Show Him your 
alsies and your leprosies as they did. Follow 
fim about, telling Him about your sons and 
aughters as they did. Tell him that you have 
child nigh unto death as they did. Wash His 
eet with your tears, and wipe them with the 
air of your head;-as they did. Work your way 
arough the Four Gospels, from end to end: 
nd, all the time, with a great exercise of faith, 
elieve that He is as much with you as He was 
fith Simon the leper, and with the Syro-Phoe- 
ician woman, and with Mary Magdalene, and 
vith Lazarus who had been four days dead, and 
vith the thief on the cross. Read, and believe, 


ad pray. Fall at His feet. Look up in His 


Put Him in remembrance. Put your 
wer on the very place, and ask Him if He did 


lieve that, and are safe, in your case also, to 
ct upon that . . . “Were not these His words 

us while He was yet with us—Lo, I am with 
eu always, even to the end of the world.” 
d act your faith again, as if it were indeed 
And the more pure, and naked, and 
bsolute faith you put in Him, and into your 

ayer,—the more will He take pleasure in you, 


ad said that. Ask Him if you are really to 


till He will say to you: “O woman! Woman! 
I have not found so great faith, no, not in 
Israel. Be it unto thee and unto thy daughter, 
even as thou wilt!” 

“I came to this at last,” says a great Scottish 
saint,—‘‘I came at last to this, that I would 
not rise and go away till I felt sure that I had 
had-an audience. And I sometimes felt as sure 
that I was having an audience as if He had been 
before me in the body.’—From “Lord Teach 
Us To Pray,” by Alexander W hyte 


Notable Prayers from the Bible 

And it came to pass at the time of the 
offering of the evening oblation, that Elijah 
the prophet came near, and said, O Lord, the 
God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Israel, let 
it be known this day that thou art God in 
Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I 
have done all these things at thy word. Hear 
me, O Lord, hear me, that this people may know 
that thou, Lord, art God, and that thou hast 
turned their heart back again. Then the fire 
of the Lord fell, and consumed the burnt offer- 
ing, and the wood, and the stones, and the 
dust, and licked up the water that was in the 
trench. And when all the people saw it, they 
fell on their faces: and they said, The Lord, he 
is God; the Lord, he is God.—Elijah’s Prayer at 
Carmel. 1 Kings 18:36-39. 


Let us start now to exercise our privilege of 
prayer, about which Jesus had so many things 
to say to his chosen followers, who were to 
teach others. 

Let us say the Lord’s prayer, earnestly, con- 
scientiously, sincerely, word for word, as if we 
were doing it the first time in our experience: 
Let us look at it from the heart, and attempt 
to understand its magnitude. 

Here is a brief memory exercise that will 
convince you of your importance to God, and 
weight your every act and every decision with 
inestimable value in His sight. You will find 
it in Matt. 21:21-22— 

“Verily I say unto you, If ye have faith, 
and doubt not, ye shall not only do this 
which is done to the fig tree, but also if ye 
shall say unto this mountain, Be thou re- 
moved, and be thou cast into the sea, it shall 
be done. And all things whatsoever ye 
shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall re- 
ceive. 


As Christ drew near to death, He Himself 
trembled. It was an experience of all His creation, 
but He had never felt it. To His humanity, His 
assumed flesh, it seemed terrible. 
bears witness how terrible it seemed. But He 
passed into it for love of us.—Phillips Brooks. 
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The Master’s Face 

In the following message, graciously provided 
by the Rev. W. A. Kuntzleman, St. John’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Bath, Pa., you 
will find the answer to the need for an in- 
spirational message at the time members of your 
local church, or members of your own family, 
are called to a higher duty. Here we have a 
message of inspiration, hope, faith, pointing the 
way toward the life Jesus Christ revealed to 
men; the hope of those who walk in His steps. 


~ Matthew 28:8. “And they departed quickly 
with fear and great joy and did run to bring 
His disciples word.” 

When Leonarda da Vinci finished painting 
The Last Supper, he invited friends to view it. 
A chorus of “Ohs” and “Ahs” soon greeted 
him, They were all enamored by the wonder- 
ful lace tablecloth, the product of the painter’s 
genius. All they talked of was the artistic 
lacework. Leonarda then reached for a brush, 
dipped it into his paint and with one bold 
stroke wiped out the lacework. To the aston- 
ished assembly he then said, ‘Fools, look at the 
Master’s face!” 


The friends almost missed the glory of that 
painting by looking at the lacework. Today, 
the flowers, the music, the new outfits, the 

freshened atmosphere of almost everything, 
the bunnies, the eggs, all these and more are 
the lacework of the Resurrection story. 


Today in the presence of this wonderful gift 
of God, we need some painter of eternal truth 
to exclaim, “Look beyond the lacework—look 
at the Master’s face.” The glory of the 
Resurrection is much more than all these 
wonderful things. The glory is in— 


1, The fact it proclaims: Christ was dead. 
The soldiers had seen to that. They had 
ierced His side with a spear and forth came 
slood and water. He was buried in the garden 
tomb. The tomb was sealed. A large stone 
was: rolled before it and the seal of the King 
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was placed upon it. A guard was stationed to 
make doubly sure. 

Very early before the rising of the sun, some 
of the women came bearing spices to anoint 
His body. Their hearts were heavy. To their 
amazement, the guards were as dead men. The 
stone had been moved, the tomb was empty. 
An angel bid them look inside. The angel 
spoke, ‘He is risen, He is not here, behold the 
place where they laid Him. Go into Galilee 
and ye shall see Him as He said.” They were 
overcome with awe and amazement. They ran 
to tell the others, “He is risen. Christ is truly 
risen, even as He said.” 

Unbelievable as it seems to many, Christ had 
risen from the grave. His disciples and loved 
ones saw Him, talked with Him, ate with Him, 
saw His spear and nail prints. The glory is 
in this wonderful fact, proclaimed since, to all 
the world. Christ, the eternal Son of God, 
did rise from the dead. As someone has so 
aptly stated it, He was let loose into the world 
where none can stop Him. 

2. The Faith it Provides: Many beliefs and 
religions have taught people to think in terms 
of the glorious past. The Resurrection of 


Christ provides a glorious past, but what is 


even more, a more glorious future. Christianity 
is the religion with a future, therefore, we have 
no gilded shrine encasing the sacred form of 
some prophet before which we pray and wor- 
ship, but we have a living Lord, ever present 
with us. He is with us in our joys and in our 
sorrows. He lightens our burdens, easing the 
load. He promises us that because He lives, 
we too shall live. With such faith in their 
hearts, men, women, and children have laid 
down their lives fearlessly, confident of a 
wonderful future. 
~Such a faith has transformed cemeteries from 
fearful and ugly deserted pits into gardens of 
memories and abundant hopes. ie ; 
A teen-ager working evenings in town 
shortened his journey homeward into the 
country by taking a path through the middle of 


ee 


a large cemetery. Some of his friends said 
to him one day, “Aren’t you afraid to go 
through the cemetery at night?” His answer 
was quick and honest, ‘Don’t be silly, why I 
just cross it to reach my home.” 

Therein is the glory of the Resurrection. We 
simply cross through the experience of death 
to reach home. 

Today the artist of artists bids us look be- 
yond the lacework to see the Master—living, 
loving, let loose in the world. See it in—The 
Fact It Proclaims & The Faith It Provides. 


Returning Service Men 

When the boys come home from Korea some 
churches are helping them buy farms or get 
started in business. 

The Panther Creek Church of the Brethren 
in Iowa has helped 14 young couples purchase 
farms. 

In the South Waterloo Church in Iowa 36 
fathers have taken their sons into partnership 
with them. 

Catholic Churches have organized parish 
credit unions to help their boys get started. 
One Catholic Church in Ohio has helped 
twenty-one boys buy farms in that parish. 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church loans its 
investment funds to boys who want to locate 
mear one of its churches. A _ recent check 
showed 131 local Lutheran congregations with 
“placement committees’ to help their boys get 
started. A bulletin describing these different 
methods is being sent upon request by the 
Rural Department, Drew Seminary, Madison, 
N. J. 


Summer Serpents 

* ... there came a viper out of the heat... .’ 

_ Acts 28:3 

[ forgot my Lord in the summer time, just the 

time I was needed most, 

_ I was not away, but on each Lord’s Day, I 

4 failed to be at my post. 

_ forgot my Church in the summer time, as I 

lazily lay in my bed, 

_ While the faithful few had my work to do, 
and I was spiritually dead. 

forgot my pledge in the summer time, when 
He needed it most of all, 

While my cash was spent, I was pleasure 

| bent, just off duty from God ’til fall. 

f my Lord should come in the summer time, 
when from duty to God I’m free, 

I wonder what I should do when my life is 

through, if by chance, He should for- 

get me. 

_]. E. Harvey, quoted from “The Bulletin,” 

bizes Church, Minneapolis 


1953 
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A Missionary Goes to 
British Guiana 

This inspiring story of the realization of a 
cherished dream, to serve as a missionary in 
British Guiana, will lift the hearts of all who 
read of Eden Nicholas’ seminary student days, 
pastorate, and commission to “Go as His 
representative .. . 

EDEN NICHOLAS TO BRITISH GUIANA 

During 1950 and 1951 the brilliant young di- 
rector of the men’s choir of Northwestern 
Lutheran Theological Seminary was student 
Eden Nicholas. Audiences were inspired when 
they heard the choir sing under his direction. 
They were thrilled when they heard him sing 
the Lord’s Prayer in his powerful, manly voice. 

Eden graduated in 1951 and became the pas- 
tor of Grace Church, Deephaven, which immedi- 
ately built a beautiful new Church and ex- 
panded its work. 

At the morning service on January 18, Eden 
and Mrs. Joan Schaller were married. 

Then the call came to go to British Guiana as 
missionaries. 

It seemed unbelievable to many people that 
a young man who had been successful in motion 
pictures, on the stage and on the radio could 
turn his back on the glitter and comfort of the 
20th century living to face the hazards and bur- 
dens of the jungleland of British Guiana. 
Richfield Church was crowded to the walls on 
Thursday afternoon at Synod as a hushed con- 
gregation joined in the commissioning of Pastor 
Nicholas as a missionary by the Rey. Paul L. 
Graf, representing the Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions. 

Following the commissioning, the three con- 
ferences of Synod went into session. 

Dr. Charles A. Puls, chairman of Synod’s 
Foreign Mission Committee, was speaking to the 
members of the Wisconsin Conference. 

“A mother has given her son to speed the 
message glorious. It is too bad that we do not 
have the money to speed Missionary and Mrs. 
Nicholas on their way to British Guiana.” 

Dr. Puls explained that Salem Church, Minne- 
apolis, had promised $600 and Salem, Albert 
Lea, and St. John’s, Mound, $300 each. 

$2,400 was still needed. 

“We'll give $300,” exclaimed Pastor Berg, 
Atonement Church, Beloit. 

“First Church, Platteville, will give $300,” ad- 
ded Pastor Doering. 
“Put Epiphany, Milwaukee, down for $300,” 

came from Dr. Paul W. Roth. 

“Emanuel, Menominee, will give $300,” 
spoke up Pastor George H. Gerberding for 
his mission congregation. : 

“Holy Trinity, La Crosse, will give $300,” 
said Pastor Harold N. Stoffel. 

“Incarnation, Milwaukee, will add $300,” an- 
nounced Pastor E. L. Moerke. 

“I'd like to put $300 into this cause,” ex- 
claimed Synod’s own “Mr. Stewardship,” J. 
K. Jensen of Janesville. 

“Here’s another $300,’ declared Walter O. 
Helwig and George Tews of Wauwatosa. 

In four minutes $2,400 had been given. Two. 
loyal servants of the Lord .Jesus Christ had 
been assured that they would be supported for 
one year in their work as missionaries. Pe 

With one accord the pastors and laymen rose ~ 
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to their feet and from their lips came the 
glorious words of the doxology: 
~ “Praise God from Whom all blessings flow, 

Praise Him all creatures here below, 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.” 

* * 4% 
The following letter was Pastor Nicholas’ 
farewell message to the members of Grace 
Church, Deephaven, Minn.: 
Dearly Beloved: 

Mercy unto you, and peace, and love, be 
multiplied. 

With what mixed emotions I begin this my 
last pastoral letter to you! First of all, my heart 
is full of gratitude to our gracious Father in 
Heaven that in spite of all that I have left 
undone that I ought to have done, and all that 
I have done that I ought not to have done, He 
has singularly blessed us in many ways and 
there has been great “growth in grace’ while 
I have been your pastor. Secondly, there is great 
happiness in anticipating the fulfillment of a 
dream of long standing: service to our Lord 
and His children in British Guiana. 

But, how can I deny my deep sadness at 
leaving fellow laborers who have become be- 
loved friends? You who have been so loving 
and faithful and diligent for your Church, and 
so very good to me! You with whom I have 
shared so many joys and sorrows! You to 
whom I have been privileged to preach the 
Gospel and administer the Sacraments! Please 
read Philippians 1:3-11, for this is my prayer 
for you, and remember me in your prayers. 

Now unto Him that is able to keep you from 
falling, and to present you faultless before 
the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, 
To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and 
majesty, dominion and power, both now and 
ever. Amen. 

—From Synodical Bulletin, 
George B. McCreary, Editor. 


Minneapolis, Reo. 


Prayer Cards Grace Tables 

The Lewis County, New York, Chamber of 
Commerce was considering a plan to place 
prayer cards on restaurant tables as a guide for 
saying grace, according to a report from Low- 
wilerN oY: 

Prayers for Protestants, Catholics and Jews 
were to be included in the plan. R. K. Walsh, 
Executive Secretary of the Chamber, said he 
picked up the idea when he saw prayers on 
menus at Mamoronek, N. Y. 

The idea is understood to have come origin- 
ally from a waitress who observed persons who 
wished to say grace but were not sure of the 


proper prayer. 


Recruits for the Ministry 
“No one ever talked to me about going into 


__ the ministry until I asked about it,” was the 
way 


one seminary student expressed his desire 
_ for counsel. 

___ The Rural Department, Drew Seminary, 
pes Madison, N. J., interviewed 1978 ministerial 
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students and 731 of them or 37 per cent said 
they wished someone had talked with them 
about the ministry when they were in high 
school or college. 

Over one-fifth of these young men said 
they were never told that the Church needed 
more ministers. Mothers influence their sons 
to enter the ministry much more than fathers 
do. The boys said their girl-friend encouraged 
them to enter the ministry in three times as 
many cases as she discouraged him. 

This study of 1978 ministerial students from 
48 states and 20 denominations is available to 
any pastor or parent on request. Send 15 cents 
for handling charges, to Rural Church De- 
partment, Drew Seminary, Madison, N. Y. 


A Churchman’s Self-Rating Scale 
A Suggested Student Project 
(This scale is to assist church members in 
answering to themselves the question as to 
the excellence of their own churchmanship. 
After each item the rating of poor, fair, good, 
or excellent may be noted. The highest possi- 
ble score is 30. This scale is found in “A 
Laymen’s Guide to Churchmanship’ by Dr. 
Ira Abbott Morton of The Iliff School of 
Theology. It is published by The Criterion 
Press, Inc., 2201 S. University Blvd., Denver, 
Colo., at 25c.) 
1. My satisfaction in participation in the sacra- 
ment of the Lord’s Supper is 
2. My appropriation of the values of public 
prayer is 
3. My ability to get value out of the sermons 
I hear is 
4. My understanding of Scripture reading in the 
church service is 
5. My appreciation of hymns and other religious 
music is 
6. The satisfaction I get from the ritual of the 
church service is 
7. The amount of time and effort I give to 
study and thought upon religious and moral 
problems under church auspices is 
8. My use of the opportunities for fellowship 
within the church is — ; 
9. The extent to which I seek needed counsel 
and other means to health in the church is 


‘ 
% 


™ 


. 


10. My understanding of the origin, history, pur- — 
pose, and value of the church is 4 

11. My understanding of the Christian principles 
of living as-held by the church is i 

12. The clearness of my idea of God is 

13. My knowledge of the life and teaching of — 
Jesus is je = 

14. My intelligence and ~efficiency as a church 
committeeman are 

15. My financial support of the church according 
to my ability is i 

16. My moral support of the church in my con-— 
versation and otherwise is <a. 

17. My help to fellow church members by way 
of counsel according to my ability is” 

18. My endeavor to interest outsiders in the x 


church and the 
in church membership is 


good life, and to enlist them — 


19. As an officer in the church I am 


20. The extent to W hich I render needed secre- 
tarial service to the church is 

21. The extent to which I render needed teach- 
ing service to the church according to my 
ability is 

22. The extent to which I render needed hos- 


pitality service to the church is 

The extent to which I render needed assistance 

in ritualistic services is 

24. The extent to which I render needed service 
in caring for church buildings according to 
my ability is 


nN 
w“" 


My rendering or leading music and my other 
cultural contributions to the program of ths 
church are 

26. My publicity and news service to the 
according to :ts need and my ability is 


church 


Back to Church Movement 
First Presbyterian Church 
Evanston, Illinois 

Teen-agers in Evanston, Ill., make the First 
Presbyterian Church of that city an integral 
part of their everyday life. They use the 
church now not only as a place where they 
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27. As representative of the church in conven- 
tions and conferences according to my oppor- 
tunity I am 

28. The needed survey service that I 
church according to my ability is 

29. The library service that I render the 
church according to my ability is 

30. My growth in churchmanship within the past 
twelve months has been 


render the 


needed 


A Dollar Down— 

People never buy what they need; they buy 
what they want. The only reason a great many 
American families don’t own an elephant is 
that they have never been offered an elephant 
for a dollar-down and a dollar-a-week. 

—Sam Himmell, The Paper & Twine Journal 


to-the-church” movement in Evanston belongs 
to members of the congregation and the church 
board. They decided to transform a once-ordi- 
nary basement into a beautiful and inviting 
Youth Center. 

This Youth Center, with lounge and chapel, 
is one of the most attractive and appealing 
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LOUNGE OF YOUTH CENTER, FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
EVANSTON, ILLINOIS. 


worship, but as a place where they may spend 
Jeisure hours in profitable and wholesome 


recreation. ; 
Much of the credit for success of this back- 
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spots in town. Modern furniture and lighting, 
a fireplace, a piano, and a 10,000 square foot 
asphalt tile floor that’s large enough for meet- 
ings and dances highlight the improvements. 
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THE ROOT OF 
FREEDOM 


MARSHALL WINGFIELD 


Text: “Ye shall know the truth, and the truth 

shall make you free.” —John 8:32. 

ANY eminent scientists and philosophers 
M have joined in declaring this the greatest 
utterance of Jesus. 

This utterance deals with one of the strong 
desires of the human heart—the desire to be 
free. Many hold that freedom is man’s greatest 
desire and point out that his first rebellion was 
against restriction of his freedom. 

In the Bible’s Garden of Eden story, man’s 

freedom was restricted in a single point. One 
fruit was forbidden. But man did not like even 
one restriction of his liberty, so he defied the 
restriction and ate. 
_ From such knowledge of mankind as is 
available, it is safe to say that man’s desire for 
freedom was not acquired by precept and 
enlightenment. It is man’s heritage from God 
his Father who himself is free. From the 
moment that God breathed into man his own 
breath and made him a living soul, man has 
been a rebel against limitations on his liberty. 
Ye shall know the truth about man’s original 
heritage and that truth shall make you free. 

Man may be shackled by despotic govern- 
ments or by a totalitarian ecclesiasticism, but he 
will not cease to dream of liberty and plan his 
fight for freedom. Jesus said, (John 8:35), “A 
slave abideth not in the house forever.” And 
even if Jesus had not said it, we should know, 
by the light of history, that it is everlastingly 
true. 
we Man has not been mistaken in desiring free- 
_ dom, but he has often blundered in acquiring 
_ freedom. According to the Bible, man’s first 
3 effort for freedom was his first blunder. He 
failed to see that liberty is conditioned by law. 
: The law of the Garden of Eden was not that 
man should be forever barred from the Tree of 
Knowledge, but that man should not eat of 


First Congregational Church - 
Memphis, Tennessee 


the Tree of Knowledge until he had first eaten 
of the Tree of Life—moral and spiritual life— 
to prevent his knowledge from becoming a 
curse. Ye shall know the truth that morality 
precedes knowledge, and that truth shall make 
you free. 

The law of the Garden of Eden has not been 
repealed. Its violation turns man’s science and 
invention into flaming swords to drive him 
from the Paradise that might be his home. His 
instruments of war have mdde him a slave to 
fear. Paying for his instruments of war have 
bent his back with a burden of taxes. Ye shall 
know the truth of the Garden of Eden and 
and that truth shall make you free. 

When man ate of the Tree of Knowledge 
prematurely, he thought he was demonstrating 
his ability to be free: actually, he was demon- 
strating that he could shackle himself and his — 
far-off descendants with the chains of a terrible 
bondage. Knowledge without the discipline of 
morality always enslaves its possessor. Ye shall 
know the truth about the moral law and that 
truth shall make you free. 

Freedom depends upon discipline. Liberty is 
the result of adjusting desire to discipline. Here 
is a boy who accepts the discipline of the school 
room. Here is another boy who considers such 
discipline slavery and renounces the exactions 
of school life. In after years the boy who sub- — 
mitted to the discipline of the school room will — 
have the freedom which education provides,» 
while the other suffers the bondage of illiteracy 
all his days. Ye shall know the truth about 
discipline and that truth shall make you free. 

It was truth which pushed the frontiers of 
travel and made the whole earth accessible to” 
man. There was a time when men dared not 
sail beyond the Pillars of Hercules. They said the 
ocean beyond -was filled with frightful whirl- 
pools and even more frightful monsters. But 
they learned the truth about the sea and began - 
to discover new lands when they discovered 

ages) a 
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hat the whirlpools and monsters were in their 
ninds instead of in the sea. Ye shall know the 
ruth about the physical world and that truth 
hall make you free. 


There was a time when mankind _ believed 
hat witches caused all sorts of things, from 
he howling of dogs at night to the loss of 
ippetite and insomnia. Fear of witchcraft 
ulled man with torment of mind, which tor- 
nent he passed on to the bodies of supposed 
witches. Then man learned the truth that 
witches had no existence except in his own 
magination, and when he learned that he was 
free. Ye shall know the truth about supersti- 
ion and the truth shall make you free. 

‘There was a time when men stood wringing 
helpless hands as they watched loved ones die, 
with remedies for their healing all around them. 
Then men learned the truth about these reme- 
dies and the truth saved their lives and the lives 
of their loved ones. Ye shall know the truths 
of chemistry and the truth shall make you free. 

There was a time when men deliberately died 
rather than enter a hospital for surgery. The 
reason was two-fold: surgery was done without 
anesthetics and more patients were brought out 
dead than came out alive, because there were no 
antiseptics. But no longer does going to a hos- 
pital strike terror to the heart. Ye shall know 
the truth about anesthetics and antiseptics and 
the truth shall make you free. 

Seveny-five years ago the hearts of Mem- 
phians were filled with fear as late summer 
approached. The yellow fever might break out 
iny day. It had killed thousands and a fresh 
outbreak might kill thousands more. To ward 
off the disease people drenched themselves with 
rosewater or cologne or wore on their persons 
onions and little bags of a foul-smelling drug 
called asafoetida. Men wore sponges in their 
nostrils and covered the streets with lime. But 
the yellow fever still cursed Memphis, until 
men learned the truth about it. Ye shall know 
the truth about yellow-fever and the truth shall 
make you free. 

_ By knowing the truth, man makes water turn 
his machinery, generate his electricity and free 
him from darkness. By knowing the truth of 
he laws of gravitation, and how to make 
adjustment to those laws, man shakes off the 
grip of gravitation and travels far above the 
clouds. 

_ For 20 years there has been a rapidly growing 
rendency in the United States toward statism. 
statism means an all-powerful, centralized gov- 
ernment which provides over-all security by reg- 
ilating and regimenting evety phase of life 
om the cradle to the grave. Thinking men 
nd women want to gain freedom from such an 


octopus-like government before its tenacles 
crush to death all self-reliance and initiative. 
How shall that freedom be gained? By the 
truth, and in no other way. When we learn the 
truth about the security which statism offers we 
shall spurn it as a dangerous and deadly evil. 
Ye shall know the truth about statism and that 
truth shall make you free. 


The truth about security is that too much of 
it destroys. Both science and history will sup- 
port that statement. Science tells us that 30 mil- 
lion years ago, in the Palezoic Age, the domi- 
nant form of life on earth was the three-lobed, 
shell-ringed trilobite. Encased in its shell- 
ribbed armor, the trilobite had security in 
abundance. It was secure against pain and 
hurts. And it was also secure against all 
progress. For 30 million years there was no 
development in the trilobite except in the phys- 
ical growth of some of the creatures from an 
inch-long trilobite to a foot-long trilobite. 


Toward the end of the Paleontologic Age, 
nature took the bony substance from the outside 
of the trilobite and put it on the inside, as if 
to say, you have not improved in 30 million 
years of security, now I shall subject you to 
pain and see what that will do for you. 

The exchange of a shell for a backbone 
brought a sensitivity which the trilobite had 
never known, but the vertebrate method, with 
its sensitivity to pain, did something that the 
hard-shell method had never been able to do,— 
it started the trilobite forward. 

If nature had not replaced the shell with a 
backbone, there might have been another 30 
million years of trilobites. The removal of the 
shell removed security, but it gave flexibility 
and freedom of movement and the possibility 
of adjustment to changing environment. 

Subjection to danger necessitated the develop- 
ment of those qualities which we call courage, 
initiative, intelligence and affection. These qual- 
ities the trilobite did not need so long as it 
had the security of a shell. 

Nothing could strike man a harder blow than 
to take away his backbone and put him in a 
shell. It is danger that develops daring, it 1s 
pain that ees progress. The dream of 
progress did not begin until life came out of 
its shell. 

Thomas Jefferson expressed a noble truth 
when he said that the government which gov- 
erns least governs best. It is well to insist that 
government shall keep its orders, directives and 
regimentation to the minimum. It is well to 
insist that government shall not interfere in 
many matters with which it now deals. 

But it would not be well to deny government 


the power which it needs to discharge the obli- ne 
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gations which any civilized government must 
discharge for the general welfare. There have 
been monopolistic practices and paralyzing 
strikes which threatened the welfare of our 
whole country. It would seem wiser to cooperate 
with government to the end that these ills may 
not recur, than to condemn all government 
intervention until we want government to extri- 
cate us from some over-powering difficulty. 
The Founding Fathers brought forth a new 
nation, conceived in liberty, because they held 
that man is endowed by his Creator with certain 
inalienable rights which government exists to 
defend. It is the duty of every lover of freedom 
to insist that government shall defend these 
rights for all groups. The history of our time 
will show that no group can destroy the free- 
dom of another group without destroying its 
own. The Russian people with their all-power- 


ful one-party state, may learn that in destroying 
the freedom of minority groups they destroyed 
their own freedom. 

The inalienable rights which government ts 
bound to defend, are the right to present your 
views and win followers, the right to protest 
against violations of freedom and decency with- 
out fear of government reprisals, the right to 
a ballot-box revolt against corruption in gov- 
ernment, the right to say that conscience is the 
highest tribunal under heaven and does not 
belong to the state, and the right to oppose the 
state every time it asks you to subordinate your 
conscience. No man is truly the citizen of a 
democracy until he can say to the state, as the 
early Christians did say, “We must obey God 
rather than men.”’ (Preached at an Interdenom- 
inational Union Service) 


Bring Up Samuel 


CLARENCE EDWARD MACARTNEY 
Text: I Sam. 28:11. 


ND. Samuel came up! But when the 
A woman saw him, she was frightened, 

and cried out in terror. ‘Saul reassured 
her and said, “What seest thou? The woman 
answered, “I see a god ascending out of the 
earth.” There’ is the shortest biography of 
Samuel ever written. There was a majesty in 
Samuel’s: birth; there was a majesty in his 
life; there was a majesty in his death and in his 
after-death.. Samuel was a godly man; but 
more than that, he was a godlike man. 

Samuel is the only man ‘who ever preached 
from the grave. Moses and Elijah came back 
and appeared in glory on the Mount of Trans- 
figuration. But they did not preach. They spake 
with Christ concerning his decease which he 
would accomplish at Jerusalem, his Atone- 


a: ment, the sublime theme of every true preacher, 
a and without which there is no preaching. The 
ED rich man in hell and in torment, when he saw 
Lazarus in the bosom of Abraham besought 
a Abraham to send Lazarus to warn his five 
brothers, lest they ‘also should come to that 
an place of torment. But Abraham said it could 
not be, and even if it could be, it would be of 


no avail, for if they “believe not Moses .and 
the prophets,: neither will. they be persuaded 
; though one rose’ from the dead.” Jesus came 
back from the grave, but appeared to his dis- 
ciples and chosen witnesses’ only and Jesus was 
more than that. He was God. No; Samuel is 
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in the holy house at Shiloh. 


the only man who came back from that undis- 
covered country from whose bourne no traveller 
or preacher, except himself, ever returned to 
preach a sermon. But the sermon he preached 
was not a sermon of invitation or opportunity 
or repentance, but a sermon ‘of judgment and 
of doom. 


As we attempt to measure the greatness of 
Samuel, not with the measuring rod of the 
angel, but with the frail and uncertain measur- 
ing rod of a man, we shall think of Samuel, 
first,, before he was born; second, after he was 
born; and third, after he was dead. 


I. Samuel before he was born. 


The history of Samuel began where your 
history began—before he was born. It began 
on that memorable late afternoon at Shiloh 
when his mother stood in the far-off corner of 
the holy house, the tabernacle, and out of the 
bitterness of her soul prayed unto God. The 
old priest dozing on his seat saw her lips mov- 
ing, and thought that she was drunk, and 
leaped, as we so often do, to a false and cruel 
conclusion, and said to the woman, “How long 
wilt thou be drunken? Put away thy wine from: 


thee!” But Hannah answered, “No; my Lord, 


I am a woman of sorrowful spirit. I have drunk 
neither wine nor strong drink, but have poured 
out my soul before the Lord.” What she was 
praying for was that God would grant her a 
child; and she made a vow with God that if 
God gave her a son, she would give him back 
to God. When the child was born, Hannah 
called him Samuel, “loaned unto the Lord” Xs 
and when he was of an age for it, she left hi 


The five great presidents of Princeton Col 
lege have been: Jonathan Edwards, altho 


for so brief a period: John Witherspoon, the 
patriot of the Revolution; James McCosh, the 
Scottish logician; Francis Landey Patton, and 
Woodrow Wilson. In his biography of Dr. 
McCosh, William Milligan Sloan, author of 
the great Life of Napoleon, relates how it was 
the custom of President McCosh at every com- 
mencement season to call the members of the 
senior class into his study one by one, talk 
with them about their plans of life, pray with 
them, and bid them Godspeed. One of the 
seniors was a young man from Cincinnati. After 
he had talked with him for a little, Dr. McCosh 
said, ‘‘Let us kneel down and have a prayer.” 
The young man answered, “I’m sorry, Dr. 
McCosh, but I don’t believe there is a God, 
and therefore do not believe in prayer.” Dr. 
McCosh was grieved, but shook hands with him 
and bade him farewell. Two or three years 
later, he was giving a course of lectures in Cin- 
cinnati. He was waiting in the lounge of the 
hotel for a gentleman to pick him up and drive 
him to the lecture hall, when a man sat down 
alongside of him and said, abruptly, “What is 
this I hear, Dr. McCosh, about your turning out 
atheists at Princeton?” In surprise Dr. McCosh 
asked him what he meant. The man then men- 
tioned this student who had refused to let Dr. 
McCosh pray for him, saying that he was the 
principal of one of the chief high schools of 
the city, and was sowing the seeds of unbelief 
in the minds of the boys and girls. Then, he 
added, “But he has a godly, praying mother; 
and I believe that his mother’s prayers will win 
in the end.” Another year or two passed, and 
one day a man whom Dr. McCosh did not rec- 
wpnize called at his home accompanied by an 
attractive young woman whom he introduced 
as his wife. He identified himself as the young 
man’ who had refused to let Dr. McCosh pray 
with him, and said that he had come to Prince- 
con to enter the theological seminary for the 
Gospel ministry. “Now,” he said, “Dr. 


McCosh, will you kneel down and offer for me 


that long postponed prayer?” uz 
_ When I was a student in this seminary, I 
had a classmate from Georgia, a man much 
older than the rest of us, and who had been 
an associate on the Atlanta Constitution of 
Henry W. Grady, the noted editor and orator. 
In a speech at Boston, a speech which made 
him famous overnight, Mr. Grady had spoken 
on the strength of the nation. He related how a 
few days before he had stood on Capitol Hill 
in Washington and looked up at the beautiful 
me of the Capitol. A mist came over his 
eyes as he thought of all which that dome sym- 
bolized—the Presidency, the Courts, the Treas- 
iry, the Congress—and he thought to himself 


“Samuel ! 


that the sun in his course could not look down 
upon a grander sight than that home of the 
government which has taught the world. its 
highest lessons in freedom and liberty. But a 
few days afterwards, he visited a friend on a 
farm in the South. It was a simple house sur- 
rounded by gracious elms, set in the midst of 
fertile fields and pleasant forests. That night, 
after the cows had come slowly down the lane, 
followed by the songs of the children who were 
driving them, and after all the evening work 
had been done, and the birds had finished their 
vesper songs in the trees, the patriarch of the 
family assembled the household and, opening 
the Bible, read from the sacred page. After that 
he called the family to their knees and ended 
the record of the day by invoking the blessing 
of God upon it. When he saw what, and when 
he heard that, Mr. Grady said to himself: 
“Surely in a godly home like this is lodged the 
future destiny of our Republic.’ “Except the 
Lord build the house, they labor in vain that 
build it; except the Lord keep the city, the 
watchmen waketh but in vain.” 

IJ. Samuel After He Was Born. 

Moses was an old man, eighty years of age, 
when God called him at the Burning Bush on 
the desert. There were young prophets and 
young apostles, but all of them were mature 
men. But Samuel was called when he was yet_ 
a child. While he slept in the holy house at 
Shiloh, and ere the lamp in the tabernacle had 
gone out, he heard a voice calling him, 
Samuel!” Thinking that the old 
priest had called him, he arose and ran to the 
bedside of Eli and said, “Here am I, for thou 
calledst me.’ But Eli told him that he had not 
called him, and to go back and lie down. A 
second time he heard the voice, and a second 
time he ran to the bed of the priest, and a sec- 
ond time Eli told him to go and lie down. But — 
when Samuel came the third time, the eyes of 
the understanding of the aged Eli were opened, 
and he knew that God was speaking unto the © 
lad, and told him if he heard the voice again — 
he was to answer, “Speak, Lord, for thy servant . 
heareth.”” When the voice spoke the fourth 
time, that was the answer Samuel gave. ‘Speak, 
for thy servant heareth.” Henceforth the life of 
Samuel is the echo of that declaration. A good 
motto, too, for every preacher to have on the 
wall of his study—‘‘Speak, Lord, for thy servant 
heareth.”’ & 


Great men, as’ a tule, have appeared in a 


nation’s life at the beginning of its history, like 
Moses and Washington; at the end of a nation’s 
history, like Demosthenes and Jeremiah, or at 
some crisis in the midst of the nation’s history, 
like Cromwell or Abraham Lincoln. Samuel 
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belongs to this last group. He was raised up of 
God in Israel when the nation was on the 
downgrade and full of corruption. It was cor- 
rupt, even at that fountain whence ought to 
flow the streams which refresh the nation and 
keep it strong, the fountain of religion, the 
Church. The Philistines had overrun the land 
and carried off as a trophy the ark of the cov- 
enant. Those were dark days for Israel, and 
there was no exaggeration in the exclamation 
of the dying daughter-in-law of Eli when, hear- 
ing the evil tidings, that the ark had been 
taken, she cried out, “Ichabod! the glory hath 
departed.” Yes; the glory had departed from 
Israel, but God had revived and restored that 
glory by the glory of a great man’s life. 

Samuel judged Israel for forty years, but we 
know little of those forty years of his judge- 
ship, for the record in the First Book of Samuel 
is taken up almost entirely with the beginning 
of Samuel’s life and with the last chapter in 
his life, his relationship with King Saul. But 
we know enough to know that Samuel wrote a 
noble record of integrity and honesty and self 
sacrifice in the service of the nation. He ful- 
filled in his own person that description of a 
true leader of the people which Hobab, the 
son-in-law of Moses, gave when he advised 
Moses to delegate some of his authority to cer- 
tain chosen leaders of the people. They were 
to be men who were able, such as feared God, 
men of truth; that is, integrity, and such as 
hated covetousness. All that was true of 
Samuel—able, God-fearing, a man of truth, 
incorruptible, and hating covetousness. 

The sorest trial of Samuel’s life came at the 
_end of his life. A coin sometimes will become 
so worn and smooth by usage that the legend 
Of inscription on it cannot be discerned. But 
if you heat the coin in the flame, the inscription 
will again stand out clearly. Character is tested 
in the furnace of adversity. When the crowds 
depart, when the cheers have subsided, when 
the chill autumn winds begin to blow, when 
the evil days come, when thou shalt say, I have 
no pleasure in them, then what will the man 
do? What will he say? That is the test. In 
that hour of adversity Samuel nothing mean 
or common did. 

The leaders of the people came to him one 
day and said, roughly and abruptly, “Behold 
thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy 
ways.” Both charges were true. The youth 
who heard God’s voice in the tabernacle and 
_ answered, ‘‘Speak, for thy servant heareth,” has 
_ uow grown old and gray headed in the service 
of the nation. Time has taken its toll of 
_ Samuel. The other charge also was true. His 
sons walked not in his ways. They were 
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unspeakably wicked and corrupt men, and yet 
in holy office at the tabernacle. Whenever I 
ptay with the father and mother in the home 
of a child recently baptized, I pray that ‘this 
child shall add to the happiness and righteous- 
ness of this world.” But what of the father and 
mother who, like Samuel, have to drink the 
bitter cup of knowledge that their child has 
added to the unhappiness, and the unrighteous- 
ness, and the sin and woe and shame of this 
world! Oh, I think their feelings must be that 
of David when the second runner out of the 
wood of Ephraim brought to him the tidings 
from the battle that broke his heart. When. 
David said to the runner, “Is the young man 
Absalom safe?” Ahimaaz answered, ‘The 
enemies of my lord, the king, and all that rise 
up against thee to do thee hurt be as that young 
man is.” When David heard that, he wrapped 
his mantle about him and went up to the cham- 
ber over the gate and as he went, thus he 
lamented, O Absalom, my son, my son!” 


The request of the people for a king, after 
he had served them so long and so nobly, 
wounded Samuel deeply. But when, as he 
always did, he took the matter to the Lord in 
prayer, God said to him, “They have not 
rejected thee, but they have rejected me. Give 
them a king.” Samuel then gave them a king. 
After that came his great farewell. There have 
been moving farewells that great men took of 
their friends. That was a great scene at Baby- 
lon, when Alexander the Great lay dying and 
his Macedonian soldiers and generals whom he 
had led to glory in Syria, Egypt, Persia and | 
India, filed silently past the bed of the dying 
conqueror. That was a moving scene when 
Washington in Fraunce’s tavern in New York 
bade farewell to the officers of the Revolution. — 
That was a moving scene on the shore of the 
Aegean at Miletus when Paul took his farewell 
of the elders of the church of Miletus. But 
here, too, was a great and moving scene when 
Samuel gave an account of his judgeship and — 
bade the people of Israel farewell. To the 
people assembled at Gilgal Samuel said, “The 
king walketh before you, and I am old and_ 
gray-headed, and I have walked before you’ 
from my childhood unto this day. Behold, here 
I am. Testify against me. Whose ox have I 
taken? Whose ass have I taken? Whom have 
I defrauded, whom have I oppressed? Of 
whose hand have I received a bribe to blind 
mine eyes therewith?” And the people 
answered, “Thou has not defrauded us nor~ 
oppressed us; neither hast thou taken aught of 
any man’s hand.” Then came Samuel’s last 
word to the people—and how beautiful a 
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30d forbid that I should sin against the Lord 
‘nd cease to pray for you.” So Samuel passes 
‘rom the scene. 

II. Samuel After Death. 


So far as their influence on this world is 
concerned, the history of most men ends with 
heir death. Of only a chosen few can it be 
aid, ““He being dead, yet speaketh.” Samuel is 
ome Of those chosen few. He speaks with a 
mighty voice, even from the grave. 

I have always thought that the story of 
samuel’s relationship to Saul, and his dramatic 
meeting with Saul after he was dead, is the 
nost striking and helpful. illustration that the 
Bible gives us of the operations of the Holy 
spirit on the souls of men; how he instructs 
men, guides them, counsels them, prays for 
hem, rebukes them, warns them, and at length 
nay depart from them. When Saul was chosen 
und anointed king, Samuel, like everyone else, 
udmired him and loved him, for Saul was not 
mnly preeminent in physical stature, head and 
shoulders over all Israel, but had certain noble 
faits and virtues. Samuel loved him, David 
coved him, the women of Israel loved him, and 
Jonathan his son, whom he had tried to kill, 
oved him, and stood by his side in the fatal 
yattle of Gilboa and shared in his death. As 
David put it in his matchless ode, “Saul and 
jonathan were lovely and pleasant in their 
lives; and in their death they were not divided.” 

Saul commenced his reign with courage, 
qumility, and magnanimity. But soon that 
right morning was overcast with ominous 
louds; and Saul began to take his own way 
ind depart from the Lord. Samuel came to 
1im and rebuked him and warned him. When 
1e did so, Saul said—and he said it more fre- 
uently than any man in the Bible—“I have 
inned.” But every time he went back to his 
in again. When he was rejected of God, 
samuel prayed and wept all night unto God in 
is behalf. Then we come to that sentence, one 
xf the saddest in the Bible—‘‘And Samuel came 
10 more to see Saul until the day of his death.” 
[The voice that Saul refused to hear was 
ilenced; the light which Saul refused to follow 
was quenched; the Spirit of the Lord departed 
rom him, and an evil spirit troubled him. 
Henceforth Saul is swept by the gales of anger, 
ealously and murderous passion, trying to kill 
fonathan, David, the priest at Nob, anyone who 
tands in his way. And yet there are brief inter- 
udes of remorse, and seeming repentance, when 
ou think Saul is going to return unto the Lord. 
[here is nothing in Shakespeare, nothing in the 
Sreek tragedies, which can equal this last chap- 
er in Saul’s life. ee 
Now comes that tremendous scene on Mt. 


Gilboa. At sunset, Saul, haggard and forlorn, 
leans upon his sword on the mountainside and 
looks down upon the army of the Philistines 
spread out in the valley before him, that 
battlefield of the nations. He can see their 
shields and helmets flashing in the light of the 
dying sun, and he can hear the hum of their 
mighty host. What of tomorrow? Saul has 
deep misgiving. He has inquired of the Lord. 
But the Lord answered him not, neither by 
dreams, nor by Urim, nor by prophet. No dream 
or vision of guidance had come to him in the 
night seasons. No light of illumination flashed 
from the mystic stones on the breastplate of the 
priest; and as for a prophet, Samuel, alas, was 
dead. To whom shall he turn? In this deep, 
deep distress Saul knocks on the gates of Sheol. 
In deep disguise he goes to the cave of the 
witch of Endor. The woman must have been 
suspicious from the first, for, although Saul 
could disguise his countenance, he could not 
disguise his great stature, and she reminded him 
that the king had decreed that anyone who did 
traffic with the dead should be put to death. 
But when Saul had reassured her, she said to 
him, “Whom shall I bring up?” 

“Whom shall I bring up?” For whom did 
Saul ask? Did he ask for Abraham, the friend 
of God and the father of the faithful? Did he 
ask for Jacob, after whom the nation was 
named? Did he ask for Moses, the great leader 
who brought the people out of the land of 
Egypt and out of the house of bondage? Did 
he ask for Joshua, the great soldier? Did he 
ask for Gideon, who in that same valley smote 
the host of the Midianites? No; it was for 
none of these that Saul asked. He said, “Bring 
up the man who anointed me king, the man 
who kissed me, the man who counselled me, the 
man who rebuked me when I went astray, the 
man who wept over me and prayed to God for 
me. If any man can help me now, he is the 
man. Bring up Samuel!” 

And Samuel came up! Not at the incantation 
of a witch, but by the power of the Father of 
spirits. Samuel came up! But the sermon that 
he preached to Saul was no longer a sermon 
of counsel, or rebuke, or warning or invitation 
to repentance; but a sermon of judgment and 
of doom. “Why hast thou disquieted me to 
bring me up, seeing that the Lord hath departed 
from thee? Tomorrow shalt thou and thy sons 
be with me.” 

That was the sermon Samuel preached from 
the grave. He preached a beautiful sermon — 
before he was born, on the power of prayer and 
the influence of a godly home. He preached a 
powerful sermon in his life—his long record — 
of incorruptible leadership and service to the 
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nation. But greatest of all is the sermon which 
he preached from the grave; a sermon which 
tells us that there is a limit to the divine oppor- 
tunity, and that the time for repentance is 
always today, and never tomorrow, ‘“Tomor- 
row, and tomorrow, and tomorrow; and all our 
yesterdays have lighted fools the way to dusty 
death.” If, therefore, there is anyone here 
tonight who has not repented, or anyone who 
is on a wrong path which God cannot approve, 
then now is the time to turn, never tomorrow. 


The most erudite professor who ever occu- 
pied a chair in this Seminary was Dr. Addison 
Alexander, son of the great first professor of 
the Seminary, Archibald Alexander. His 
biographer claims for him that he was at home 
in seven languages, reading, writing and speak- 
ing them; that he could read and write four- 
teen more, and had a reading knowledge of 
five others—in all twenty-six! Yet this most 
erudite man was not too learned a man, too 
great a scholar, to dismiss the sweet majesty of 
the cross or the solemn impressiveness of the 
divine call and opportunity. It was he who 
said, and wrote, these lines: 


There is a time, we know not when, 
A place we know not where, 

That marks the destiny of men 

For glory or despair. 


There is a line by us unseen, 
That crosses every path; 
The hidden boundary between 
God’s patience and His wrath. 
# * 
Oh, where in this mysterious bourne 
By which our path is crossed; 
Beyond which God Himself hath sworn, 
That he who goes is lost? 


How far may men go on in sin? 

How long will God forbear? 

Where does hope end and where begin 
The confines of despair? 


An answer from the skies is sent; 
“Ye that from God depart, 
While it is called today, repent, 
And harden not your heart!” 


So Samuel emerges out of the shadows of 
death and out of the mists of antiquity. We 
know how death found Saul, when the Lord 
departed from him; and we know how death 


found Samuel, doing the will of God down 


to the very end, and even after the end. How 
will the end find you? Will it find you as it 


found Saul? or will it find you as it found 
_ Samuel, doing the will of God to the very end? 
_ Then, in some distant and future day, some 
soul, perhaps one whom as a child you bap- 


tized, or one for whom you broke the Bread 


of Life, some soul, when Satan is trying to 


break his hold upon the Saviour, when his feet 
are almost gone, when clouds and darkness are 
gathering about him, when he calls and there 
is none to answer, will think of you—-some- 
thing you said, some word spoken in season, 
something that you prayed, something that you 
did, something that you were—and will pray, 
not to a witch, but to the Father of spirits, 
with whom are the souls of the just. “Call him 
up! Bring him up! Bring up Samuel!” 

(Preached in Miller Chapel to the students of 
Princeton Theological Seminary.) 


The Things That 
Cannot Fail 


AARON N. MECKEL 


Text: I John 2:17. 


ECENTLY a man laid down his morning 
newspaper after reading all of the bad 
news. He was overheard to say “It seems 

as though everything is going to smash.” 
Well, sometimes it does seem like it, doesn’t 
it? What with war, plane crashes, floods, revo- 
lutions sweeping the world, and now the atom 
bomb. Old Archimedes, who lived in the third 
century before Christ used to say that, if he 
could find a fixed point, he could construct a 
lever by means of which he could budge the 
world. Well, all attempts to find that fixed 
point in the world of the physical fail miser- 
ably. Everything is in flux in this material 
world in which we live. Walter Lippman in 
his “Preface to Morals” uses the phrase ‘whirl 
is king.’ A lot of people find themselves dis- 
appointed and disillusioned in this modern 
world because they seek the abiding things on 
the material plane. It’s a hopeless quest. 
~ Friends, we must look elsewhere for the 
abiding things. Such a fixed point as we.have 
spoken of can only be found in the world of 
the spiritual. This great soul of the first cen- 
tury, John by name, wrote of that fixed point in 
the first epistle that bears his name. With all 
the seething and unrest of the world around 
him, yet he was able to say “the world and the 
lust thereof passeth away, but he that doeth the 
will of God abideth forever.” Friend, underline 
that word FOREVER. a 


“Change and decay in all around I see Sag P 
-O Thou who changest not, abide with me.” 


_ I heard the-story of a mountaineer who na 
lived for a while in the plains region of the 
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West. He stood it for a while, but presently 
1e told his host that he must go back to the 
nountains. “What is the matter,’ said his 
tiend, “don’t you like it here?’ ‘Oh, yes,” 
aid the mountaineer, “but I have just got to 
can my eyes against something!’ He missed 
iis Mountains. 

Washington Gladden, who for many years 
nade the pulpit of the First Church in Colum- 
mus, Ohio, a banner for God, preached many 
seat sermons. Yet somehow one feels that his 
inest words were uttered in that poem of his 
which he entitled ‘Ultima Veritas.” In it appear 
he following words: 


“When the anchors that faith have cast 
Are dragging in the gale, 

I am quietly holding fast 

To the things that cannot fail.” 


Today we want to look for a while at some 
af these “things that cannot fail’’—at some 
ibiding places in this world of flux and change. 
And while we look at them, the inner meaning 
f these words of John in his Epistle will 
Xecome more and more plain to us: ‘The 
world and the lust thereof”—“‘the lust of the 
syes and the lust of the flesh, and the pride of 
ife’”—all this outer show passes away. But 
ays the great Apostle, “Let them pass, I hold 
© the things that cannot fail.” In his own 
vords “But he that doeth the will of God 
ibideth forever.” 

I. I rejoice that in the midst of all life’s 
Jux there is an essential integrity at the heart of 
he universe that will not fail us. In another 
verse of his poem, Gladden says: 


“T know that truth and tight 
Move the universe on their side.” 


_ There you have it, my friend. It’s an essen- 
ial integrity that God the Creator has put there. 
it means that things are not going it blind. It 
means that there is a moral order at the heart 
of things, as Omar put it in his poem, ‘The 
cheme of things entire’—that is incumbent 
ipon all of us. It makes demands on us for our 
yest. The great universal laws of God run like 
o many steel girders through the cosmic order. 
And behind the law, says the great scientist, 
here is the Infinite Law Giver. And behind 
shenomena, whether explored or unexplored, 
here is the Great Infinite Friend. Said Alex- 
inder Pope, “Order is the first law of the uni- 
erse.” Above all, that moral law is incumbent 
ipon man himself. It comes to fruition in him. 
t is written not only throughout the universe, 
yut within the heart of man, that ““Whatsoever 
man soweth, that shall he also reap’’—if not 
ow, sometime, somewhere. The light of con- 


science pricks him, The moral law marches up 
to him, knocks on the door of his heart and 
says, thou canst, thou must! 

Harry Emerson Fosdick, in one of his ser- 
mons, speaks of the little Mexican girl’ who 
was left all alone to care for a large family of 
sisters and brothers. She had a good-for-noth- 
ing drunken father. The mother in the home 
had passed away, likely from overwork and 
exhaustion. But that little Mexican girl, of 
eighteen or nineteen years of age, stood by. A 
friend of hers said to her, ‘“Why don’t you get 
out from under—you don’t have to do all of 
that!” She replied “What about the have to 
that is within me?” 

Underline this, friend: In the midst of all 
the change and the flux there is abroad in life, 
there is yet an essential integrity at the heart 
of this great universe. It comes to fruition in 
the heart of man himself. 

II. There is the moral beauty of Jesus, and 
the redemptive love of His Heart for a world 
of men. Those first Christians had a way of 
saying, ‘We see not yet all things put under 
his feet, but we see Jesus.” Again and again 
they returned to that Fixed Point in a world of 
change and uncertainty. Jesus was to them like 
a great boulder rising up out of the swirling 
waters all about them. They knew—and so may 
we—that Jesus Christ, the Eternal Son of God 
and the Friend of Man, will ride out any storm. 
In the words of Lucy Larcom: ae 


“In Christ I feel the heart of God 
Throbbing from heaven to earth. 

In Christ I feel the hand of God 
From his pure height reached down.” 


A chaplain by the name of Otis Bell, tells of ; 
an experience of his. They were making their “J 
way towards some of the islands of the Pacific 
on board their good ship “Panape’”’ when they 
saw through the binoculars a little island in the 
distance—it was Okinawa. As they came even 
closer, Chaplain Bell says he drew a short : 
breath. For rising up in the midst of the island 
was a Christian church with a cross on top of a 
it. The Gospel had reached Okinawa! “I 
scrambled off the ship, made my way to the 
shore, and came face to face with one of the 
natives. I smiled at him, he smiled at me. I 
knelt down on the sand and drew the symbol 
of a Cross—he.knelt and did the same. Soon — 
we were holding each other by the hand. Here 
we were in the hinterlands of the world, — 
Christian brothers, one in Jesus Christ, the Son — 
of God, and the Lord of History!” 

Yes, in Jesus Christ, the universe utters its 
deepest reality. In Him there is a redemptive — 
center that unites true hearts everywhere. He — 


is a fixed point to which we can return in the 
midst of a dizzy world. The moral beauty of 
Jesus and the redemptive love of His heart— 
put that down, my friend, as one of the abiding 
things, one of the things that cannot fail. 


Ill. There is the destined victory of the 
Good. There is the solid fact that the Kingdom 
of God will come in its fullness, indeed that 
the Kingdom—Spirit is already here. God has 
decreed it so. 

Someone has said that man has learned to 
swim like a fish through the water, and to fly 
the air as a bird, but that he has yet to learn 
to walk the earth like a man. Well, my friend, 
give him time! He will learn. Man is a frail 
creature to be sure, and he has been on this 
earth a relatively short time, in terms of the 
history of creation. And give God time, for the 
Almighty is schooling and disciplining His 
creature man through much trial and error into 
the glory of His Kingdom. As Bobby Burns 
says in one of his poems “It’s a coming ye’ a 
man’s a man for a’ that.” 

A few years ago the Church of the Resur- 
rection in Pforzheim, Germany, was rebuilt. 
The people built it out of the rubble to which 
it had been levelled during those terrible days 
of the Second World War. This new church 
tises at the top of a hill overlooking a mass 
grave of the bodies of twenty thousand people, 
who had been killed in a twenty-minute air 
raid. Think now of these inspiring words that 
were used at the time of the dedication of this 
church: “We thank God for this symbol of 
life, which rises triumphantly out of an un- 
speakably sad city, to bear witness that under 
all the circumstances the spirit of God is at 
work!” 

When Miss Swanson, of the Florida Chain 
of Missions, spoke recently in this pulpit, she 
mentioned the fact that over eighty per cent of 
the church buildings in the Philippines had 
been levelled during the war. Now they are 


being rebuilt. For, she said, the real church is - 


never of brick and mortar or wood, but alive 
in the hearts of a people. Friends, I love to 
think that modern Christianity has its cata- 
combs, even as did the first century. 

The destined victory of the good, the 
destined victory of the coming of God in its 
fullness—there is another of the things that 


_ cannot fail. 


And now, all these things of which we have 
spoken thus far—the integrity at the heart of 
this God-created universe, the moral beauty of 


Jesus and the redemptive love in His heart, the 
_ destined victory of the Kingdom—all these 
_ things are possible because of this remaining 
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thing; namely, the Christian believer is aware 
that he has eternal life in himself! Hear it, this 
great hope, as it is lifted out of God’s mighty 
word! “The world and the lust thereof passeth 
away, but he that doeth the will of God abides 
forever.” And again, ‘““The wages of sin is 
death, but the gift of Géd is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ, Our Lord.” And once 
more, hear it from the lips of the Master Him- 
self: ‘‘Father, I have given unto them Eternal 
Life.” What a fixed point, this great hope of 
eternal life, within the heart of the believer! 
It defies the tragedies and vicissitudes of time. 
It rises victorious over even death itself. 


There is a faith, my friend, for this atomic 
age which has so many of us scared and fright- 
ened. I wonder, do you have that faith? These 
are days in which to take to heart the words of 
Jesus: “Fear not him who has power to 
destroy the body and after that has no more 
that he can do.” 


I think that a saint is a Christian with a 
sense of humor! -A saint of this type recently 
said that she had no fear at all of the atom or 
hydrogen bomb. She was aware of deep reaches 
of eternal life within her soul that would make 
her triumphant over any catastrophe. Said she, 
“If worst comes to worst and that old thing 
(the atomic bomb) should go off, it cannot do 
any more than blow me into the arms of my 
heavenly Father!’ There again is a faith for 
you. 


Personally, I find myself agreeing with what 
my good friends Glenn Clark and Rufus Mose- 
ley said in our Church recently. I, too, believe 
that God would not have trusted us with 
atomic power if spiritual power were not avail- 
able to direct it towards constructive ends. That 
means, my friends, that our task is not to cringe 
in fear, but rather to release spiritual power by 
means of earnest faith and prayer. 


I heard somewhere of a prize that was given 
for the painting that would best depict the spirit 
of peace and serenity. Various were the paint-. 
ings submitted. One artist painted a herd of 
cattle, lazily grazing in a country pasture. Still 
another, a country church in a rural setting, 
with the old village cemetery close by. Yet 
another, a little baby nestling on its mother’s 
bosom. None of these, however, won the prize. 
The one that won the prize showed a mighty 


cataract hurling its way from the edge of a 


great cliff. And above the roaring cataract, 

sitting on the twig of a great tree and singingl 

out its song of praise and joy to its Creator, was 

a little bird. . ae 

After all, we must live in this world of inal 

and space, at least for a while! We have work 
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> do here for God. We are not meant to be 
scapists looking for an easy way out. We are 
yeant to be Christian realists, with the faith of 
x0d alive in our souls, finding peace, not away 
rom, but right in the midst of the storm. 

Here, my friend, is a song for you to sing— 
9 take out into this work-a-day world: ‘“The 
vorld and the lust thereof passeth away, but he 
hat doeth the will of God abides forever!” 

“I am quietly holding fast to the things that 
annot fail.” 


TRUST IN GOD 
There is a compensation 
That comes from God above, 
To one in meditation 
Upon His endless love. 
A quiet peace and blessing 
That mortal cannot know 
Apart from a possessing 
Of His eternal glow. 
There is a light that brightens 
The weary pilgrim way; 
A joy that ever heightens j= 
The blessings of each day. 
A hope instilled forever 
Within the human heart; 
That casts its shadow never, 
If man but does his part. 


There is a worthwhile meaning 
To all life’s vast unknown; 

A truth with radiance gleaming, 
To know we're not alone. 

A prize that one may cherish 
With all the strength He gives; 

To know he will not perish 
Who looks io Him and lives. 

. This peaceful meditation, 

Such joy without compare. 

Rich, boundless compensation 


5 For mortal man to share, 
: Shall be my portion ever— 
: For with my heart, I pray 


Come in to leave me never! ~ 
Come in my heart to stay! 
—M. E. Detterline. 


La 


The Dilemma of 
Four Men 


W. FRANKLIN HARKEY 


Text: “Why sit we here until we die?... 
Then they said one to another, We do not 
well: this day is a day of good tidings, and 
we hold our peace.” 2 Kings 7:3, 9. 


EN are often faced with dilemmas, 
M Hamlet, in Shakespeare’s great drama, 
faced a dilenima, “To be, or not to be,” 

he says: “‘that is the question: 


Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to suffer 

The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune, 
Or to take arms against a sea of troubles, 
And by opposing, end them.” 


Here are four men in this Old Testament 
story who are faced with a question that in- 
volves temporal and spiritual issues. Their 
fellow countrymen were faced with starvation. 
On account of the war with Syria the people 
were in a deplorable plight. Samaria was be- 
sieged by the powerful king, Benhadad and his 
army. Incessant wars had the Samaritans on 
the verge of starvation. 

Four leprous men sat at the gate begging 
alms. In war the poor and sick are neglected. 
These men were but typical of what would 
come to all the people in a few days. As they 
sat at the gate the question was asked, “Why 


sit we here until we die?” Their reasoning was — 


that if they entered the city they would die, if 
they remained where they were they would die. 
One alternative remained, they could fall into 
the hands of the Syrians. If they saved them 
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alive, all well and good, but if they should 
meet death, then, that was no worse than to die 
of starvation. 

In this desperate plight the four lepers en- 
tered the camp of the Syrians. To their great 
amazement the camp was utterly deserted. The 
enemy in their great haste had left their sup- 
plies. The hungry men feasted to their hearts 
content. Then, a great moral question arose. 
Should they refuse to carry the good news to 
their brethren concerning their find, namely, 
that plenty of food was awaiting them? In 
that hour compassion and pity for their 
brethren won the victory and they hastened to 
catry the good news to their brethren. 


We ate not greatly concerned about this 
ancient story, though it is full of human inter- 
est. God caused the fright to come upon the 
Syrians that made it possible for the Samaritans 
to eat again. God is always controlling and 
directing the forces of life in the interest of 
His children. He is not on the side of the 
largest battalions, but His ear is ever open to 
the cry of His children. 

This dilemma of the four is our dilemma 
as we realize the spiritual blessings that are ours. 
Christians have received the Gospel. We know 
the power and blessing of truth. Shall we keep 

these blessings for ourselves alone, or shall we 
give them to others? That is the dilemma of 
the Christian church. Men are often in a 
dilemma. In spiritual matters we can always 
decide to be on the side of God and the right. 
Out from this story issue a number of sug- 
gestive truths for us to consider. 

I. There is a positive peril in lush conditions 
like ours. We are abundantly blessed with 
both material and spiritual blessings. The 
dilemma is ours, to be or not to be, to carry 
the good news or to shut up our compassion. 
To die an ignoble death without making an 
effort, or to bestir themselves in a great venture 
was the question with these ancient men. There 
is always the temptation toward selfishness. Man 
has the ingenuity to look after number one. 
This spirit of self-interest is often seen in the 
church. The spirit of complacency and con- 
tentedness settles down upon us. There is a 
lack of adventure. The unwillingness to make 
an effort is one of the besetting sins of Chris- 
tians. The ancient prophet felt this when he 
cried, ““Woe to them that are at ease in Zion.” 
The condemnation of Dives rested not so much 
upon the fact that he had amassed great riches, 
but rather upon the fact that he allowed 

_ Lazarus to starve at his gate. He had plenty 
but kept everything for himself. 
; Moreover, this peril is seen in the refusal to 


o,. accept the challenges of life. There is great 
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‘man needs both physical and spiritual sub- 


danger, materially and spiritually, when we will 
feel that we are secure. There is nothing more 
dangerous in the life of the Christian or in the 
life of the church than spiritual inertia. Inac- 
tion is both stifling and dangerous to spiritual 
growth and health. The peril to physical growth 
is seen when the child does not exercise. The 
child must make the attempt to walk, or the 
power to walk will never become strong. The 
peril to a fully developed Christian life is found 
when the individual refuses to feed upon the 
word of God. How can we expect to make an 
impact upon the world if we do not accept the 
great challenges of the present? “The field,” 
said our Lord, “is the world.’ We have been 
entrusted with the Gospel, the good tidings. 
What shall we do with it? Shall we sit idly 
by while a Godless, Christless world perishes 
or shall we venture? Ever before us is the Great 
Commission, “Go ye into all the world.” 


Our study is this venture in service of the 
four men. Indeed this was a great venture in 
service. As a result of their restlessness and 
their determination not to die without making 
an effort, multitudes were saved from starva- 
tion. There are those who in such a dilemma 
would have said, ‘‘The situation is bad, but we 
can do nothing about it.”’ 


One of the suggestive truths here for 
Christians is that we are challenged to serve. 
There was boldness about these men _ that 
teaches us that there are times when to fail is to 
win. In their extremity, God was present. 
Life can never be entirely futile as long as we 
can be sure of God. In the matter of publish- 
ing the good news of the Gospel we are in 
the imperative mood. Jesus said, “As my 
Father hath sent me, even so send I you.’ Has 
religion meant anything to us? We have it 
in our possession. What will we do with it? 
We know the blessed story of redeeming love. 
We know that about us and around the world 
are multitudes who are in dire spiritual need. 
We have heard the voice of the angel choir as 
they sang over Bethlehem,” Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth, peace, good will to 
men.” What have we done about it? Andrew 
brought Peter to Jesus. In doing that simple 
task he was performing a great service. Com- 
pare these four men with the four men of 
the New Testament who brought their palsied 
friend to Jesus. In both cases, the four men 
of the O. T. and the four men of the N. Ta 
you have men who were determined to do some- 
thing for their fellowmen. a 


Furthermore, we need to be reminded that 


stance. Right well have we supplied food fo 
the hungry multitudes. The world has vast 


~~ 


umbers yet, who are illy clothed and illy fed. 
ut, let us not feel that this is the only obliga- 
on we have to the millions of earth’s 
habitants. There is still a great spiritual 


essage of peace, salvation, and good will | 


hich we must give to the world. “We do not 
ell,” is the spirit of unselfish service in every 
ze. The Patriarch of Uz, Job, pondered this 
ll to serve as he thought of the needs of 
hers, “Or have eaten my morsel alone.” 
ong ago the Bishop of Derry caught the 
rit of this phrase and put it into unforgetable 
nes: 
“If I have eaten my morsel alone!” 
The patriarch spoke in scorn: 
What would He think of the church, 
were He shown 
Heathendom, huge, forlorn, 
Godless, Christless, with soul unfed, 
While the Church’s ailment is “fulness 
of bread,” 


Eating her morsel alone? 


“Freely as ye have received, so give!” 

He bade, who hath given us all: 

How shall the soul in us longer live 

Deaf to their starving call, 

For whom the blood of the Lord was 
shed, 

And His body broken to give them bread. 

If we eat our morsel alone? 

One of the truths that stands out in this 
ory is the blessing of sharing. The four 
pers were used by God to deliver Samaria. 
lisha had promised an early deliverance for the 
eople. The king and people were loath to 
slieve that God spoke through His prophet. 
ut, all the promises of God come true. They 
re Yea and Amen, in Christ Jesus, as we are 
iid in the N. T. The servant of the king had 
1ocked the words of Elisha saying,” Behold, if 
1e Lord would make windows in heaven, 
ight this thing be?” 

Other peopleare enriched when we share the 
siritual blessings that have come to us. The 
snturing soul is confronted with surprises in 
1c blessings of God. When tidings were 
rought to the king and people they immedi- 
ely verified the statements of the four men. 
he sick man in the story of Mark’s Gospel 
ceived a two-fold blessing. He received 
hysical health. He was delivered from his 
ns. ‘Thy sins,” said Jesus,” are forgiven thee.” 
;od’s blessings are never stinted to those who 
re ready to receive them. The multitudes were 
2d by Jesus, and they took up twelve baskets 
f the fragments that remained over and above, 
hen all had eaten. 

There is a great satisfaction in seeing men 
d women, boys and girls, walking in the 
ys of truth and righteousness. God’s 
sreme concern is the coming of the spirit of 
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Christ into the hearts and lives of men and — 


women around the world. There are people 
who hesitate to accept Jesus Christ as Lord. 
Faced with the great problems of life they do 
not have the courage to throw themselves fully 
into the fight for righteousness. 

Inasmuch as we are faced with the evil forces 
on every side, we need to re-assess our spiritual 
blessings. Let us confess that our greatest 
blessings come through Jesus Christ. The good 
tidings of salvation and peace have come to us. 
Only God in Christ is adequate for our needs 
and the needs of the world. The Prodigal Son 
realized the difference between himself and the 
blessings of his father’s house. So does every 
man who has wandered away from God into 
a far country of sin. 

The dilemmas of life are always confronting 
us. In the mattter of religious obligations we 
face these dilemmas. As we venture, God is 
ever ready to match our faith with His bless- 
ings. He waits to be gracious. As we share 
the blessings which we have ‘received, other 
lives are enriched. The Kingdom of God 
moves forward as men and women, Christ- 


centered and Christ-motivated, venture.” We 


do not well,” to keep our faith, our blessings 
to ourselves. There is a world of need about 
us. The Bread of Life is sufficient. 
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Christianity, More 


Than Commandment 


FRED SMITH 
YOR the mature Christian the command- 


ments of Moses are not so much the end 

of religion as the beginning. With fine 
insight an ancient seer wrote that ‘‘the fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” But 
the end of it is fellowship with the Lord. So 
is it with the commandments. But command- 
ment is not the final word concerning religion; 
that word is communion. The commandments 
are the chrysalis which the maturing Christian 
leaves behind him. The man who arrives at 
that stage of goodness wherein he knows that 
there is not enough religion in the Ten Com- 
mandments to make a good Christian has 
arrived at clarity and the mind of Christ. Such 
a one knows that he may keep meticulously 
the Ten Commandments and yet, as regards 
Christianity, he may be nothing. 


Christianity to all such is seen to be a per- 
fected loyalty, not a perfected legalism. It is 
more than the sum of a series of don’ts. Yet 
how often one finds those who seem to think 
that the sum of religion is to move always with 
the boundaried avenue of a series of don’ts. 
For them the perfect religion is not only the 
keeping of the Ten Commandments, but what 
a great writer’ once referred to as “the ten 
thousand commandments.” This is to make 
of religion a Sisyphean task, instead of a spirit- 
ual one. It must have been of such an one 
that a friend of mine was thinking one day 
when he said to me concerning a friend of 
his: “He went wrong trying to be good.” Such 
a one had evidently confused the following 
of ten thousand commandments with that of 
following Christ. 


That is to say that Christianity, at the last, 
cannot be held together by the strings of a 
number of commandments. It is held together 
in the bonds of fellowship. It is not com- 
mandment, but comradeship. Here is a near- 
at-hand test concerning the vitality and maturity 


of one’s Christianity. It should free one with 


a sense of freedom instead of burdening one 
with the sense of restriction. If we feel fettered 
by our religion instead of being freed by it 
then it is that we need at once to grow in the 


grace and the knowledge of our Lord and 


Savior Jesus Christ. I have known some fine 
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eople who have refused Christianity because 

they have known professing Christians whe 
seemed to be suffocated by their commandment 
enforcing religion. Both this kind of people 
need attention: the first with regard to percep: 
tion; the second with regard to practice. 1] 
proceed to elucidate. 


The first group mentioned are they, who 
having the right intention, seem not to have 
secured the right information. Having the 
tight direction they fail to come to the right 
source of the right dynamic. All that the} 
need to learn is to unlearn the idea that perfect 
religion consists in commandments, and then 
having swept their minds free of this myth 
to go right on into fellowship with Christ. Ne 
religion produces great saints which is forevel 
specializing in instructions of dangers to be 
avoided. The bane of much of our religiou: 
teaching today is that it makes the great word 
of religion: security. The great word i: 
spirituality. This is what Jesus meant wher 
he recommended to his followers that the 
“seek first the kingdom of God.” 


It is by teaching such as this that Jesus knev 
himself to be One greater than Moses. He 
came counselling men in a new way concernin$ 
the achievement of the highest goodness. Yet 
by a strange twist of logic, many have done 
despite to the very essence of the teaching of 
Jesus as if he were a commandment-giver afte: 
the manner of Moses. It is a common notior 
of many Christians that Christ came to add t 
the number of commandments. I have ever 
heard the ‘new commandment” of Jesu 
referred to as “the eleventh commandment.’ 
In my files I keep, for curiosity’s sake, rathe 
than for Christianity’s sake, a clipping in whick 
some well-intentioned man assembled ‘“‘the tet 
commandments of Jesus.” <= 


This is to miss both the essence and th 
energy which make Christianity the uniqu 
religion that it ought to be. Christ came no 
to give laws, but to create love. Moses movec 
in the realm of regulation; Christ moves in th 
realm of living relationship. Jesus brought t 
men not a list of new procedures but the impe 
tus of a new power. This is the truth that ou: 
age needs to know concerning Christianity. Al 
things tend to regimentation. We are so afrai 
of each other that we cannot be friends to eacl 
other. It is right that we have laws for th 
SS d ae 
directing of life for the sake of convenience 
but over and above this need is that pointed ou 
by Christ: the need for comradeship. This 
to arrive at a religion that is more than com 
mandment. . = 


Young Man, I Say Unto Thee, 
\rise!”’ 

Have you ever heard someone talking to a 
orpse? It is not a pleasant experience. The 
ereft sometimes talk to their dead. For effect 
he cheap eulogist apostrophizes the corpse. 
\nd then there are the witches of Endor, med- 
ums, Clairvoyants, necromancers who practice 
heir cruel deceptions for a fee. All this shocks 
me. But no one is shocked when Jesus stops 
he funeral cortege at Nain’s gate and talks to 
he corpse—because here God is speaking and 
he young man is raised from the dead. 

When Jesus says “Young man” the emphasis 
s not on years or sex but on the Self. This 
oung man is our representative, his mother is 
a the place of all who mourn their dead, and 
he act of Jesus stands for the Eternal Gospel. 
fo begin with, apart from God we are all no 
etter than dead men, mourned of heaven. No 
nan dead within can give himself a spiritual 
esurrection any more than a corpse can rise out 
ff its coffin. You may bring your flowers, sing 
our sad songs for him, build him a library, 
museum, art gallery, university, give him money 
nd cars and gadgetry, beseech him to wake 
y look, listen, learn and live; but no amount 
f the good things of this life will ever get 
im up and out of his spiritual deadness. He 
eels no ‘strong stirrings of the soul,” is un- 
noved by the sorrows of the world, shuns self- 
xamination like the plague, is bored by the 
reaching of God’s Word and looks down his 
lose at God’s people—he is “the natural man.” 
fe is dead within, and he thinks God is dead, 
00. 

Here is the classic illustration. In imagina- 
ion Dante Aleghieri visits Hell. There he sees 
he Prior Alberghi in torment. But the Prior 
s still alive and on earth; he eats, he sleeps, 
le moves about and talks as do those around 
lim; yet all the while his real Self is dead and 
ormented in Hell. That is not just a poet’s 
ancy but tragic fact about every man born of 
yvoman before God speaks to him and until he 
uits saying No to God. In that matter of 
Jriah and Bathsheba, King David was worse 
han a dead man. Then the Word of the Lord 
ame to him by the prophet Nathan—'‘‘Thou 
rt the man! thus and thus hast thou done.” 
Yavid heard, and heeded. And God raised him, 
ven as He does to this day for all who repent 
nd_ believe. 

Critics of American young people and of all 
American culture say we are uneducated. They 
joint to our go-as-you-please ways of living, 
ur superficiality, flippancy, craving for thrills, 
ellow journalism, life a continuous vaudeville 
how, vulgar taste in all the arts, cheap ideals, 


basast, oy 953 


,PULPIT-CHOIR 


CONFIRMATION .. 


Oa 


DOCTORS 
MASTERS 
BACHELORS 


CAPS GOWNS 
AND 


HOODS 
‘fr 


BENTLEY&S 


ELECTRIC 
LIGHTED 


CHURCH BULLETINS - HONOR ROLLS 


Send for FREE Catalog con- 
taining illustrations and prices 
of the various types of bulle 


tins made by us. A post card 
will do! Please mention name 
of your church. 


ASHTABULA SIGN COMPANY 


Dept. F Ashtabula, Ohio 


Church Tindows 
ST. JOSEPH ART GLASS WORKS 


802-808 N. Second St., St. Joseph 12, Mo. 


Designers and Manufacturers of Art, Stained, 
and Ecclesiastical Glass 


Send us the sizes and shapes of your windows 
and we will submit quotations 


Study for the Degree 


of Doctor of Psychology (Ps.D.), Doctor of Metaphysics 
(Ms.D.), or Doctor of Divinity (D.D.) by correspond- 
ence in the quiet of your own home. Write for further 
information. 

THE COLLEGE OF DIVINE METAPHYSICS INC. 


Dept. E, 2811. N. Illinois St. 
Indianapolis 8, Indiana 


and our rubber-stamp variety of conversation— 
“Ain’t it the truth?” “I'll tell the world!” 
‘How dizzy can a man get?”’ “Oh, yeah?” “So 
what!” “Well then, so what?” Hugo Muen- 
sterberg says the chief result of education is in 
the development of power to fix attention on 


worthy subjects. What occupies your attention ? a 
“Attention! Atencio! Achtung’ shout the pe 
world’s broadcasters, but their only word is pe 
death. ‘Hear the Word of the Lord,” saith our if 
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God and His is the Creative Word, the Word 
of Life. Let a man give attention to that and 
he rises from the death of the soul. 

John’s Gospel tells us, ““Now in the place 
where He was crucified there was a garden.” 
There, where He died and was buried, there 
He was raised from the dead. It must be even 
so with each of us. At that point where you 
are most dead, most prisoned by bad habits, 
there at your weakest and worst and most 
shameful and beaten down level—there must 
be your resurrection. God offers to do it. 
‘Young man, I say unto thee, arise. He that 
believeth in Me, though he were dead yet shall 
he live. Believest thou this?” 

PRAYER: Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty 
God, that we Thy children may be made par- 
takers of the power of the Risen Life, rise from 
the death of the soul, and serve Thee with 
grateful hearts; through the merits of Jesus 
Christ Thy Son our Lord, Amen.—Paul 
Wagner Roth. 


JUNIOR PULPIT 


Kindness 

A famous writer said, “Perhaps the sim- 
plest virtue and the one which ought to be 
commonest is just kindness.” What do we 
mean by kindness? Let’s have a few of the 
children here tell us what is meant by being 
kind to others. 

The Bible says, “Be ye kind one to another, 
_ tenderhearted, forgiving one another even as 
God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you. Be 
ye therefore followers of God as dear chil- 
dren and walk in love.” This has nothing to 
do with age, with learning, with riches or 
poverty, with safety or danger, but the more 
we think about &indness, the more we know 
that it is not a common virtue. 

Some years ago, there was a very serious 
flood along the Ohio River, and its tributaries 
in Pennsylvania, driving many families out of 
their homes. In some instances homes were 
simply carried away with everything in them 
lost. What about the people who had lived 
in the homes that were destroyed or flooded? 
Yes, they were gathered in groups in schools, 
churches, village and city halls, and cared 
for by the people of the community, under 
the direction of local doctors and public spir- 


ited citizens. After some weeks had passed 


in one of the communities, a newspaper 
_ feporter went to see some of the flood-vic- 
_ tims, to ask them how they felt about all this, 
especially the loss of their homes, clothing, 
furniture. When one fourteen-year-old girl 
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was asked this question in great sympathy, | 
she replied, “Oh, it is wonderful! Everyone 
was so kind to everyone else; it did not make 
any difference what you wore, what your | 
father does, what church you belong to, they? 
were just kind. I loved it, and almost wish | 
it would happen every year.” : 


Why should it take a flood, a war, a fire, | 
or other catastrophe, to crack the hard shell! 
that so many of us wear on the outside, and | 
permit the sunshine and light of simple kind-— 
ness to shine through, and warm the hearts‘ 
of those about us? 


Not long since, there were some bad and 
destructive wind storms through the Great 
Lakes area, and extending into Massachusetts, 
beyond the Green Mountains. Weeks later, 
we find this in a letter from a friend, grateful 
that the storm had by-passed their home, 
“The uncanny thing came within about a 
half mile of us; streets, with every house flat 
on the ground, and hundreds of people with- 
out a thing left, but the clothes on their backs 
at the time they escaped from the houses. The 
MIRACLE is that 10 times as many were not 
injured, and that so many warm-hearted kind 
people took whole families into their care 
and homes.” 

No one actually gets anywhere without 
understanding the need for kindness and 
sympathy with others, and one wonders wh 
it is that it takes something of this kind to 
bring out the virtue of kindness. Kindness 
is something we need continually, more than 
we need bread or water. There is always a 
chance to show kindness, even in the most 
simple things we do or say. Yet do we find 
that people are kind to one another? No, we 
don’t. When things are usual, or normal, 
everyone thinks of the things that interest 
them, that are pleasant, or desirable; when 
there is danger, the usual things are for- 
gotten, and the sunshine of kindness is 
allowed to shine through, and warm the 
hearts of those fortunate enough to be there 
to witness it. ‘ 

Suppose we promise ourselves here, today, 
that we will pray for grace to learn how to 
be kind and thoughtful of others. Let us 
ask God to teach us without a storm, a flood, 
a war, to let kindness shine through our 
Reais our words, and our plans for the next 

our. _ 


Conscience eae a 

Here is a word we have all heard, and some 
of us know how to spell it even, but let’s see 
how many know what the word “Conscience” 
means! (Let anyone, who will, have the chance , 


express the meaning of the word, because the 
eaker will thus know how to make the word 
ederstood, as well as the need for heeding the 
nice of conscience.) ; 
‘Conscience is something within each one of 

that tells us what is right, and what is not 
ght for us to do. There is something very 
teresting about it, too, the more we listen to 
ur voice of conscience as a true and honest 
ude, the more quickly we hear the voice, and 
us we grow stronger and stronger in doing 
i€ right thing. If we listen, but do not follow 
i€ suggestion of the voice of our conscience, 
it do as we please, the voice becomes weaker 
id weaker, or as some say, sick, and the next 
ung the person with the sick conscience is not 
sty happy. 

Have you ever heard or read a story about a 
erson who has done wrong, and tried to kee 

hidden, and then finally did tell or confess 
1 wrong, and expressed relief in mind and 
ody, because the weight of the wrong was 
ken from his mind. When the mind its sick 
ith sin and trouble, the body does not stay 
ell very long. Let us remember that. 

Yes, we all know that there are some among 
s who think they can do whatever they want 
) do, keep it hidden if it is something contrary 
) right, but they are just bluffing. They will 
‘arn in due time that it is best to listen to what 
rod says to us through our conscience, and do 
hat he says, whether it seems wise or smart 
: the time or not. 

How many of us know what an inter-com- 
nication system or unit is? Some of us do, 
ecause we have them in schools, the main unit 
1 the principal’s office, or the Supt.’s office, 
ad the related units in the various classrooms, 
1¢ heating-plant room, the custodian’s office, 
sc. When there is a message to relay to some- 
ne, the unit is turned on, and we speak into 
1e unit in the section of the school wanted. 

This is a good illustration of how our con- 
“ience works. Each one of us are individual, 
tive children, with our own desires, talents, 
nd choices to make, but God, who brought us 
ere, and loves us more than we can under- 
and, and watches over us continually, speaks 
» us through what we call conscience and tells 
s what choice to make on any and every ques- 
on. If we learn early to listen to His voice, 
will always guard and guide us along the path 
od wants us to take. That is the only way to 
e really safe in our decisions, and to be really 
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“Children of Drunkards” 


Three million children are born annually to 
runken parents. Half a million of these are born 
liots; 300,000 are born deaf and dumb or blind. 
-Exchange. 
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Some Questions Cannot be Answered 
Text: Eccl. 11-5. ". . . Thou knowest not the 
works of God who maketh all.” 

He was a brilliant young college man who 
had grown up in a religious home, but he 
was adrift because he could not find the an- 
swers to some unanswerable questions. 

“IT would like to believe,’ he said, ‘‘but 
religion does not give me scientific answers. 
As a thinking man I insist upon answers; I 
think I have a right to them.” 

But his unbelief was not providing him 
with answers, for the very good reason that 
there are some questions which the finite mind 
of Man cannot answer, being finite. The 
answers are all over on the divine side of 
the line, beyond the reach of Man’s under- 
standing. Unbelief has more questions to 
answer than faith has. 

The book of Ecclesiastes is, perhaps, the 
most cynical writing in all the Scriptures, but 
occasionally it declares for a great principle 
of faith. This remarkable text is one of such 
declaration. . Thou knowest not the 
works of God who maketh all.” 

How does that strange, indefinable thing, 
called personality, get inside the body of the 
unborn ? 

How can it be that mashed potatoes, black 
bread, and a bit of roasted mutton can be 
transformed into a Beethoven symphony or 
a Bach chorale? 

Why is it that a man—‘‘an animal like all 
the other animals’’—will die for a cause, will 
fight to protect other men’s young, is able to 
create that which has never before existed, 
lives for ideals and makes moral choices. 

If any man could explain these problems, 
or answer these questions, he would be God 
himself. These are queries whose solutions are 
to be found in the mind of the Infinite, Faith 
is willing to wait—Roy L. Smith. 


Giving Away $2 of Each $3 Gain 

Text: Luke 6:38—"Give, and it shall be 
given unto you; good measure, pressed 
down, ... and running over... For with 
the same measure that he mete withal it 
shall be measured to you again.” 

__ As Philanthropist George Robert White lay 

on his deathbed 30 yeats ago, he issued one 


of the strangest orders ever given to a strug- 


-gling business concern—give away $2 of every 
$3 in net profit, 
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The orders were carried out faithfully ané 
since then the company has prospered whil 
charities reaped a $30,000,000 windfall. 

Mr. White always believed it was better ti 
give than to receive and he practiced the Bibli 
cal instruction to “‘cast your bread upon th 
waters.” 

He lived his life that way, giving awa\ 
two-thirds of everything he ever made, anc 
he instructed his successors at the Cuticur. 
Corporation of Malden, Mass., to carry of 
his work. 

The story of the strange order was revealec 
for the first time by Dr. Samuel M. Best 
successor to Mr. White as president of the 
company which manufactures soaps. 

Dr. Best said the company undertook te 
carry out Mr. White’s orders and “rapidly ous 
sales increased.” 

“We constructed manufacturing plants ir 
one country after another,’ he said. “Instead 
of American funds pouring overseas as we 
see them going today, foreign money came 
flowing into our American company. And 
every $2 out of every $3 earned went te 
American charitable and public-service pro- 
jects. 

Impoverished and orphaned at an early age, 
Mr. White started work as an office boy in a 
drug company and later became president and 
director of the Potter Drug & Chemical Cor- 
poration which owned the Cuticura patents. 


Obstacles in Life 

Text: II Cor. 4:6-12—"We are troubled on 
every side, yet not distressed; we are per- 
plexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but 
not forsaken...” 

A man from the country went into a nearby 
village and bought a pair of shoes. The next 
day the shoe salesman met him on the street 
and asked him if the shoes were comfortable. 

“Oh, yes,” replied the man. “They are 
quite comfortable.” 

“Well, if that’s so,” said the salesman, 
“why in the world do you shuffle along so 
slowly 2” + | 

“Oh,” the man answered resignedly, ‘that’s 
because you forgot to cut the string that ties 
them together.” : 


Finds Dynamite in Cellar 
Text: Matt. 6:13b— ". , . But deliver us 
from evil.” : 
A resident of Rochester, N. Y., Howard N. 
Demur, was reported by the daily press to have 
received the “'scare of his life” in February, 
1953, when he found some parcels tucked 
between basement rafters of his house, where 


a 


and his family had lived for 30 years. 
Removing the newspaper-wrapped | sticks, 
. Demur took the “find” to the city chem- 
and learned that the sticks were explosives 
the old-fashioned kind, high in nitro- 
cerine. If the percussion caps had been 
ched off, the chemist explained, the house 
uld have been blown sky high. 

Mr. Demur gasped, as he noticed the dyna- 
¢ had been wrapped in a 1915 newspaper, 
1 investigation disclosed that the explosives 
1 been between the rafters since the builder 
the house stuck them there. and forgot 
‘m. 


ig, ‘Foreign Devil’! 

xt: Daniel 4:3—"“How great are his signs! 
ind how mighty are his wonders!” 
Some years ago, a missionary named Dr. 
yward was taken captive in China by a 
id of desperate and cruel bandits. He was 
tied off to their mountain hideout. For a 
1¢ he was not sure whether or not they 
uld let him live. But even then his joy in 
- Lord did not lessen, and he found himself 
istling favorite hyman tunes. 

“Stop that whistling!’ a guard ordered. 
Vhistling is not allowed. You can’t signal 
ir friends that way!” 


The doctor gave up his whistling. Soon, 


wever, his emotions had to find some form 
release, so he began to hum other tunes. 
fore long he noted that a group of Chinese 
idits had gathered nearby. He stopped hum- 
ng, fearing that they might decide to take 
life at once. 
But the leader stepped out from among 
comrades. and ordered: “Sing us some- 
ng, foreign devil!” 
Dr. Howard immediately grasped this un- 
ected opportunity, and began to sing 
learer, my God to Thee.” 


His captors listened politely until he reached 
- end of the second verse: 

Though like a wanderer, 

The sun gone down, 

Darkness be over me, 

My rest a stone. 

Yet in my dreams I'd be 

Nearer, my God to Thee! 


Suddenly the leader motioned to him to 
p singing. Dr. Howard feared that he was 
.. severely punished, for this leader was a 
rce bandit and was known as the most foul- 
yuthed man in the camp. But the bandit was 
angely moved. He seized the missionary 
htly by the arm. 

hen he was able to speak, he said, in a 
sky, broken voice: ‘I used to sing that song 
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in a mission school when I was a boy. I can- 
not bear to hear it now. Do not sing it again!” 

Some say that conscience can be completely 
stilled by the passage of time; others, that it is 
merely put to sleep. This bandit chief's con- 
science, although seemingly quite dead, was 
stirred by the missionary’s song. 

There is wonderful power in a_ spiritual 
song or word! The Word of God is power- 
ful and swift to act. Whether it is spoken 
or sung, it can pierce seemingly impregnable 
obstacles and speak to a man’s soul. 

Do you and I use the power of the Word 
of God to win others to the Master? We must 
do it now, for soon it may be too late!— 
Chester Shuler, Exchange. 
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THE BIBLE AND YOU. By Edward P. Blair. Abing- 
don-Cokesbury. 154 pp. $2.00. 

The author, Prof. of N. T. interpretation at Garrett 
Biblical Institute, Evanston, IIl., presents this “Guide 


Understanding the Bible,’ in the 
following chapters, in addition to valuable suggestions 
for Reading, and Questions for Discussion:—1. The 
Basic Nature of the Bible; 2. How to Understand the 
Bible; 3. Reading a Book as a Whole; 4. Examining 
the Parts and Re-yiewing the Whole; 5. Reading the 
Non-unified Books; 6. Applying the Methods of Read- 
ing; 7. Programs of Reading; 8. Resources for 
Reading. Here is a guide for young and mature 
alike, and written in today’s language, so it should 
help to interpret the great lessons of an earlier day 
into real meaning for us today.—L.M. 


for Reading and 


HOW TO PREACH FROM THE GOSPEL OF JOHN. 
By George A. E. Salstrand, Baker. 11 pp. $2.00. 


As the title indicates, this is a book for preachers 
and those studying to become preachers. The Gospel 
of John, in 82 lessons, each presented with homiletic 
outline for sermon’ construction—Scripture lesson, 
Key Passage, accompanying questions and exercises, 
designed to guide the student to a_ full and inti- 
mate acquaintance with the message of John. It is 
suggested as suitable and helpful for lay study 
classes. This reviewer endorses the statement of Faris 
Daniel Whitesell, ‘“‘Dr. Salstrand’s thirty-two studies 
in John’s Gospel guarantee a practical mastery of 
that book.” You, too, will endorse it, after you have 
examined it and carried through on a chapter or 
two.—_W. T. 


CLEAR OF THE BROODING CLOUD. Jack Finegan, 
Abingdon-Cokesbury. 176 pp. $2.50. 


The author, now professor and head of the depart- 
ment of Old and New Testament literature and inter- 
pretation; director of the Palestine Institute of 
Archeology, and dean of the summer session Pacific 
School of Religion, Berkeley, and pastor of University 
Christian Church, Berkeley, presents in 18 chapters 
a means to “rise above sin, fear, despondency, to 
heights of Christian happiness.” Surely this message 
is needed today. 


Ample evidence for the need of this message was 
gathered by Mr. Finegan as pastor of First Christian 
Church, Ames, Towa, (1934-1939), and director of 
religious activities, Iowa State College, (1939-1946). 
Here are some of the topics, or chapter headings, 
indicating the author’s understanding and appreciation 
of actual life problems—‘When God Seems Nowhere 
About,” “Flat Places of Life,” ‘Forget to Remem- 
ber,” “No Place to Hide,” “The Point of No Return,” 
“Invisibly Wounded,” “The Thinker,’ “Out of Weak- 
ness Made Strong,” “Our Debt to Unknown Persons,” 
Not only is this valuable reading for the individual 
pastor, and as a source for sermon building on every- 
day life problems, but those of us who have coun- 
selling to do in our normal pastoral work will find 
this book a source of help both to the counsellor and 
those who need guidance and relief.—J.T.D. 


BAPTISTS UNDER THE CROSS, World-Wide Witness 
of American Baptists, Edited by Dorothy A. Stevens, 
Judson, 96 Pp., paper bound. No price given. 

‘Here is testimony on the following subjects—Ameri- 
can Baptists and God’s Tomorrow by Jesse R. Wilson; 
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European Baptists: Their Responsibility, by Edwin A 
Bell; Belgian Congo: After 75-years, by Hazel F 
Shank; Japan: New Programs and Women’s Work, b} 
Minnie S. Sears; Revolution Comes to China; Thailand 
Pioneering; Philippine Islands: Education, by Elme: 
A. Fridell; Burma: Facing the New Day, by John E 
Skoglund; India: The Miracle of Nothing New, bj 
Irene A. Jones and Martin D. Farnum; U. S.: Peopk 
of Spanish-speaking background, by Samuel Nelsor 
and Adam Morales. 


GUIDING WORKERS IN CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
by Frank M. McKibben, Abingdon-Cokesbury. 160 pp 
$1.75. 

Based on experience as Professor of Religious Edu 
cation, Garrett Bible Institute since 1940, University 
of Pittsburgh, 1928-1930 and Northwestern University 
from 1930 to 1940, in training hundreds of men anc 
women as teachers, directors, supervisors, and min 
isters of Christian Education, Dr. McKibben offer: 
here a practical, non-technical guidebook to leaders it 
Christian Education, by giving tested, concrete way: 
for undertaking and carrying out a program in churel 
schools, Sunday evening fellowships, and weekday} 
study groups. 

In “Guiding Workers in Christian Education,” we 
find practical suggestions: on every phase of this all 
important task before pastors throughout the world 
on brightening classrooms, instilling habits of punctu 
ality and regular attendance, using audio-visua 
methods, judging lesson material, guiding group activ 
ity, guiding individual workers, developing creativ 
talent, and judging results and achievements. 


PHILOSOPHY AND THE IDEOLOGICAL CONFLICT 
By Charles S. Seely. Philosophical. 317 pp. $5.00. 

The title page of this volume carries this one-sent 
ence description: An Analysis of Idealism and Mate 
rialism and the influence of these philosophies on th 
over-the-world struggle between capitalism and social 
ism. 

The table of contents offers nine chapters on Ideal 
ism, running through background, Greek idealism ant 
the influence of the old idealisms on Christianity— 
the dark ages, renaissance, German Rightists. Th 
second part offers chapters X to XXIV on Materialism 
ancient, renaissance and its revival, pre-Marxiar 
mechanical, Marxism, principles of modern materia 
ism, politics, economy, sociology, religion, freedom 
aims and accomplishments, supporters, or Leftists, th 
approaching crisis. 

The book is compact, clear, easy to read, informa 
tive, and useful for reference about modern ideologie: 
That is about all. In spite of claim of objectivity th 
book is anti-Christian, and, indeed, anti-religious, be 
sides being shallow. Samples: ‘Christianity was a pre 
test, a denunciation of the way of the rich (ownin 
classes) by the poor. A universal brotherhood wa 
to be established by rebirth into a new clan by a 
initiation ceremony in which baptism was to be th 
chief rite.” “Martin Luther developed a theology the 
was as unreasonable as was the Roman Catholi 
theology of their day.” Responsible historians wi 
not concur in these judgments.—Paul H. Roth. | 
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Among 16,000 high school students in one < 
our states, students could not name three prophe 
in the Old Testament, 12,000 could not name th 
four Gospels, and 10,000 could not name- a 
of Christ's disciples—Exchange. : 
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O meadows of blossoms that wave in the winds, 
O acres of splendors afar, 
We call your bright bloom, and we gather the grain; 
7 i j “ 
We are happy till sweet silver star \' PRINTING COMPANY. 
Grows more bright to our dreams in new vesture CEDAR FALLS, IOWA 
of gold, . 
And we go to our slumbers and dream 
Of the Love that bends over and scatters. down joy 
On red-clover and mountain and stream. 
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O heart that in childhood looks forward apace, 
Behold the new dawns breaking forth! 

A glory, a splendor o’er city and plain, 
Shall bring a new gladness to earth. 

No matter how drizzle has dampened your mood, 
The Love-light of Heaven looks down,— 

Be thankful for life, and for loved ones, for all, 
And still trust for the heavenly crown. 

—B. F. M. Sours, Exchange 
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Cotrell- & Leonard, Ine..... 285 

DeMoulin. Bross (2-225. 285 

Nal. Ac. Cap & Gown........ 286 

Ward..Co., (C2 Be Secon 285 
HYMN BOOKS 

Standard Pub. Co. -x.....- 281 
MEMORIAL TABLETS 

Int] Bronze 2-2 286 


MISCELLANEOUS 
College of Metaphysics...... 279 


ORGANS 
Austin’ Organs Vzcc.cs- oe 283 
PUBLISHERS 
Abingdon-Cokesbury ........ 256 
UPPER ROOM ...Back Cover 
RECORD FORMS 
Hauke Pressyicn. eee 177 


SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES 


Union Gospel Press ........ 287 
WINDOWS (Stained Glass) 
St. Joseph’s Art Glass.... 279 


PRINT YOUR name, house number, street address, city, zone 
number, and state, so catalogs and information sent on. | your 


inquiry will reach you. 


5, 


Firms whose names you find here have proven their 
integrity in serving Buyers of Church Equipment 


The Expositor 


